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Monmouth Branch

January 2006

From the Co-Presidents

Lila Blum and Marilyn Van Ausdall
Marilyn regrets that she was unable to attend the December brunch, due to a family birthday party in East Moline, but Lila let her know that a good time seemed to be had by all.  Twenty-one members and three guests enjoyed the delicious food, lively conversation, and beautiful Christmas décor at Amy Zesbaugh’s house, and the event also raised over $200 for the Legal Advocacy Fund.  The menu featured several casseroles provided by “chef” Donna Sproston, and tasty fruit salad and breads prepared by Nancy Buban, Shirley Dadonna, Estelle Barnes, and Denise Mann.  Many thanks to our hostess, Amy, and to the committee, for making this a special party!

We hope that all of you have returned the Every Member Poll that was in the Outlook publication. The Association feels that every member’s voice is important, and hopes that everyone will take a few minutes to answer the questions.  The survey is due January 13.  For anyone still wishing to participate, the survey may be accessed and returned online at: http://www.aauw.org/member_center/survey/EMS2005/index.cfm. 

January Program
Marilyn Van Ausdall
Our January meeting will be held at Faith United Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m. on Monday, January 16.  Jolene Willis, a University of Illinois Extension community and economic development program coordinator serving as Executive Director of the Western Illinois Economic Development Partnership will be speaking on economic activities in Warren County and the region. The WIEDP is a non-profit organization with a 14-member board serving as the economic development entity for Warren County. The Partnership’s primary focus is to create a climate in Warren County that encourages capital investment and job creation.

Jolene was raised on a grain farm in southeast Iroquois County and graduated from Hoopeston Area High School.  She received her bachelor’s degree in 1996 from the University of Illinois in Agricultural Communications. She is a certified consultant with Business Retention & Expansion International.  Before coming to Monmouth with her husband, Chad, a ROWVA high school teacher and coach, Jolene served as manager for the Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau and as the program coordinator for the Illinois Agricultural Leadership Foundation. 

Jolene currently serves on seven boards in the Monmouth area, and is a member of the Monmouth Rotary Club.   She most recently served as a member of the Monmouth Area Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee, the Monmouth Technology Committee, and Health MAPPING Housing and Youth Task Forces.  Past board and committee services also include the Workforce Investment Board of Western Illinois, the Monmouth Downtown Business Council, and the Monmouth-Roseville Consolidation Marketing Committee.  

Phew, I’m exhausted just reading about all of her activities! Anyway, I hope that you’ll be able to come and hear Jolene.  It should prove to be a very interesting program.

Adelante! Book Discussion Group
Vicki Young
The next book discussion will take place on Thursday, January 12, at the home of Estelle Barnes, 502 College Manor.  Nickel and Dimed:  On (not) Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich will give us a look at attempting to survive in America on a minimum wage job (or two). 

At our Thursday, February 9, meeting we will discuss Amy Tan's new novel, Saving Fish From Drowning.  Readers may find this tale about an ill-fated tour group with a “spirited” leader a departure from other Tan novels they have read. 

Both of these books are available at the Warren County Public Library. 

Bring your book ideas for March, April, and May. 
WITASWAN Film Group 

Donna Sproston
The WITASWAN film group will meet Thursday, January 19 at Nancy Buban's house, 207 S. 8th, at 7:00 p.m. The name of the film will be announced by e-mail and at the January 16 branch meeting.  Several 2005 films that are getting good reviews are written or directed by women, and I am trying to obtain one of them. Stay tuned ...

Public Policy





Jan DeYoung
Supreme Court Nomination
If you haven’t already written to Senators Durbin and Obama to oppose the confirmation of Judge Alito, please do so soon!  The hearings will begin next week!  You can go to the AAUW website to take action quickly and easily, or you can call the Senators’ offices in Washington or send a letter.  AAUW has carefully reviewed Judge Alito’s record and found positions regarding civil rights that are far from our own.  
Check the AAUW website for a brief summary of AAUW’s findings, or ask me for a printout.  Just click on the Supreme Court Update button in the lower right hand corner of the webpage.  Then you can read the fully-researched and heavily-documented report or the briefer press release.

Sex Education
For those of you who have heard that “abstinence only” sex education is effective, there is a lot of information available to indicate that it is not.  The Illinois Campaign for Responsible Sex Education is the place to get good information about this issue.  SB 457 establishes grants to support comprehensive sex education, which incorporates abstinence along with medically accurate information that helps young people make healthy choices and includes information on prevention of sexually transmitted diseases; abstinence-only programs do not.  Current federal and state sex ed funding covers only the abstinence component and do not deal with human anatomy, contraception, or even “good touch/bad touch” programs for elementary age children.
Check www.responsiblesexed.org for more detailed information.

Public Education
Recently I met with Meredith Byers, the new downstate organizer for A+ Illinois, a campaign to reforming the funding and quality of public education in Illinois.  AAUW is one of about 100 members of this coalition.  Many of you are probably on the mailing list already, but if you are not, I urge you to sign up.  Check their website, www.aplusillinois.org for a list of principles and other information and to sign up for the mailing list.  Or, I have an application form for those of you who do not have access to email.
 These are the five A+ Illinois Principles: 
1. Ensure that all children receive a quality education by establishing adequate, reliable, sustainable funding for Illinois schools.

2. Develop state-based tax revenues based on a fair, efficient, stable, responsible and transparent system that is not regressive, that encourages responsible and accountable use of public funds, that helps create responsible economic development, job creation and sound regional planning, and that helps close the state’s structural deficit.

3. Support proven strategies that build capacity to improve student learning and close the student achievement gap.

4. Put our state on more sound fiscal footing to protect education, human services and community programs that are vital to the well-being of children and families, particularly those Illinoisans most in need. 

5. Break the strong correlation between individuals’ addresses and the quality of their schools, availability of their housing options, and the health of their local communities and economy.

Those of us who have worked in public education and/or have had children in school know what a serious disadvantage West Central Illinois has in terms of our ability to finance a quality education to our young people.  A+ Illinois will be working hard to address the inequities in school funding and to give our children more of an equal opportunity.

EF/LAF                                      
Jonalyn Heaton
The Monmouth Branch contributed a total of $737.00 to EF in fiscal 2005, which is $21.06 per member, just short of the suggested $25.00.   We sent $239.00 to LAF — $6.83 per member, surpassing the suggested $5.00.  Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraising efforts.

International

Erma Smallwood
Donna Sproston reports that our recent loose change collection for the Bina Roy Partnership totaled $30.00. Your generosity will help fund projects in these countries.

Turkey (NEW PROJECT): Training for 80 women in child care and the care of the ill and elderly, in order to provide paid employment opportunities for women with minimal education.

Egypt:  Continuation of the computer training and English language course for graduate women.

El Salvador: Multi-function clinic, providing medical, dental, clinical laboratory and pharmaceutical services to the urban poor of San Salvador.

Let’s plan to bring extra change to the next meeting. Change to change the lot of those women less fortunate!

Casserole Recipes

Donna Sproston
Several requested the recipes from the Holiday Brunch.  Enjoy!
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New Mexico Breakfast Casserole from the Clark Family Cookbook

10 eggs                            

1/2 cup flour

1 tsp baking powder

1/2 stick margarine

2 small cans chopped green chilies (drained)

1 pt. cottage cheese

1 lb. sausage, cooked and crumbled.

1 lb. grated cheddar cheese

 

Mix all ingredients together and pour into greased 9 x 13 baking pan.  May be covered and refrigerated overnight.  Bake uncovered 15 minutes at 400 and then reduce heat to 350 and cook for 35 minutes. (We baked it for one hour at 350 due to multiple dishes in the oven.)

Spinach and Mushroom Casserole, a slight variation of the recipe from page 194, Finest Fare From Faith & Friends
9 eggs, slightly beaten
3 cups milk

1 1/2 tsp dry mustard

1 1/2 tsp salt

3 slices bread, in 1/4 inch cubes

1 1/2 cups Swiss cheese, grated

1 box frozen spinach, microwaved to thaw and then squeezed until quite dry

1 small can of mushrooms, "bits and pieces," drained

Combine dry mustard and salt and then whisk with some of the milk to get a lump free mixture.  Mix with the eggs and the rest of the milk.  Add bread cubes, cheese, spinach and mushrooms.  Pour into greased 9 x 13 baking pan.  Cover and refrigerate overnight.  Bake uncovered at 350 for 1 hour.  (The original recipe calls for a box of asparagus and no mushrooms.)

Country Breakfast from an IBEW cookbook, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

1 onion, chopped

1 green pepper, chopped

4 cups frozen hash browns

1 lb. ham or bacon, cut up  (I assume you should cook the bacon and crumble it.   I used ham, diced and chopped.)

8 eggs

1/2 cup milk

1 1/2 tsp salt

1/2 tsp pepper

Shredded cheese, optional
Cook onion and green pepper in some butter or margarine.  Mix with hash browns and ham or bacon.  Put in a greased 9 x 13 baking pan.  Mix eggs, milk, salt, and pepper.  Pour over potatoes and sprinkle with cheese.  Bake at 350 for 25 to 30 minutes. (This one was made that morning. I am not sure if the potatoes would hold up for long if soaked in eggs.  You could make the base ahead, and then add the eggs before baking.) 
Membership Update
Ann Gustafson, Membership Chair
(submitted by Kathy Lowe-Arthur)
Is your daughter, neighbor, or colleague a member of AAUW?  If not, consider giving a gift of membership!  Call 1-800-326-2289 or e-mail Helpline to purchase your gift today. The recipient will receive a special gift acknowledgment and exclusive AAUW pen on your behalf and will become a Member-at-Large for the next year.  And to thank you for your ongoing support of AAUW, you will receive a coupon for a 15 percent discount (an additional 5 percent when added to your everyday membership discount of 10 percent) off your next purchase at Shop AAUW.  Take advantage of this offer today! The coupon for 15 percent discount is valid until Jan. 31, 2006.

During the period of January 1, 2006 through March 15, 2006, branches can recruit new members and pay only half the current national dues rate of $21.50 for regular memberships and $8.50 for student affiliates.  This covers membership through June 2006, after which the new member would be up for renewal for fiscal year 2006-2007.  A new member is someone new to AAUW or whose membership has lapsed for two years or more.  A current member-at-large or a renewing or returning member of less than two years would not be eligible for this offer. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Read more at: http://www.aauw.org/member_center/membership_growth/workshops.cfm.  
Fiscal Year 2006-2007
It's hard to think so far ahead, but we know planning proceeds better if key information is provided first ... so, from March 16, 2006 forward, branches are encouraged to begin submitting member dues for the next fiscal year (July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007).  This gives new members approximately 15 months of membership for the price of 12. The amount of national dues to collect for fiscal year 2006-2007 is $45.00 for new/renewing members.  
Happy New Year 
Ruth Sweetser, AAUW President
Barbara O'Connor, Educational Foundation President
Michele Wetherald, Interim Executive Director, and the AAUW Staff
Together, let's resolve to:
Spread our passion: Visit the AAUW Member Center often to update yourself and others on information and activities. 
Speak our minds: Join AAUW's Action Network. 

Share our pride: Boast about AAUW's Educational Foundation, Fellowships and Grants program, LAF, and research. Celebrate our states, branches, colleges and universities, and individual members — for all they do for women and girls!
We wish you and yours all the best. Happy New Year!  


Adelante Book Group: 7 p.m. January 12 at 502 College Manor. 
January branch meeting: 7 p.m. January 16 at Faith United Presbyterian Church, 200 S. 8th St.
WITASWAN: 7 p.m. January 19 at 207 S. 8th St.
AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and 
positive societal change.

Association web site: www.aauw.org
Illinois web site: www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Initiative Editor: 
Amy Zesbaugh, zestib@hotmail.com
February Initiative articles are due February 11.
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