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Monmouth, Illinois

September 2012
Celebrating 89 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Amy Zesbaugh
It was so nice to see everyone at our Kick-Off Dinner last month! Thanks so much to Jonalyn Heaton for hosting us and to all of you for contributing such tasty dishes. 

Earlier this summer, Jan DeYoung, Trudi Peterson and I met with Monmouth College President Mauri Ditzler. The college’s AAUW membership had lapsed, and we wanted to make sure it would be reinstated. President Ditzler was very supportive, and Trudi, who is a professor in the communication studies department, offered to be our campus representative. 

The timing is very good because we will be working with students this fall. Our first event is a Voter Registration Drive, scheduled for September 20 at the cafeteria during mealtimes. Several professors are using the presidential campaign as a way to engage students in the political process. Students who are taking Citizenship courses will help us advertise the registration drive around campus. 

I spoke with David Timmerman, Dean of the Faculty at Monmouth College, recently. Last year, he brought his Citizenship class to one of our fall meetings to talk with us about using Spanish and other languages in the classroom. This year, he has tentatively asked if his class can join us at our November meeting. His class will choose the topic. I told him our group has opinions about lots of subjects!

I look forward to clinking wine glasses with you at our September meeting. 

District #3 meeting - AAUW-IL
Shirley Daddona, District Director

Monmouth Area is the host branch for this event.
The meeting is at the Kensington in Galesburg, September 29th from 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM. Reservations are due by the 24th. Cost of the luncheon is $!0.50.

I will need a few volunteers to meet and greet attendees, take lunch money, help with name tags, etc.

You will meet Frances Perkins in person at the meeting - Sharon has agreed to do her presentation of the life of Ms Perkins.  We will be focusing on membership, public policy, international affairs, nominations for state offices, the different awards and branch recognitions at convention, 2013 convention in conjunction with Missouri, and many other items.

State officers attending are Andrea (Andy) Danis, AAUW-IL President; Margaret Stewart of Champaign, Co-vice President for membership; Alice Huebner, Branch Outreach; LINK Editor, Marilyn VanAusdall, and maybe one or two others.
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How Retail is the Heart and Soul of Local Communities 
5 pm

Geneen Gillen
On June 7, 2012, owner/operator Susan Kaufman marked the one year anniversary of Market Alley Wines! Susan is a wine enthusiast, entrepreneur, and downtown rejuvenator who left a career in journalism to open a small business in a small town. It all began with an interest in cooking and matching wines with food. Her journey has been a "Cinderella success story", not just personally, but also for our community. From journalist to wine bar owner, Susan will share her story about what inspired her to open a wine bar in Monmouth during a struggling economy and how it became a successful business. 
Join us on Monday, September 17th at 5:00 pm at Market Alley Wines on the southeast quadrant of the square in Monmouth. Come in and purchase a glass of one of the many varieties of wine, snack on the refreshments supplied by the AAUW hostesses, and listen to what it took for Susan to break out of her “comfort zone” in order to give Monmouth a successful “destination spot” for friends to gather, meet, and enjoy!
((((((
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Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
It’s My Vote. . .  I Will Be Heard!

That’s the title of the AAUW Initiative to get out the women’s vote in November.  Our trainer at the state convention, Sam Lehman, laid out the reasons this is such an important election for women, especially young women.  

We are targeting young women voters, the “Millennials,” those born between 1981and 1994, who have so much at stake in this election.  Recently the rights for which we in AAUW have fought so long have been seriously eroded: access to birth control and other women’s health issues, access to the voting booth, support for educational opportunity such as Pell grants, for example, are all under threat.  Illinois has received an AAUW grant to help us get out the women’s vote in 2012, especially the young women voters. 

The first step is voter registration.  Several branch members have been certified as deputy registrars, and a few more are planning to take the brief training soon.  If you are interested, contact Tina Conard, County Clerk, 734-8592, right away.  Voters must be registered by October 6th in order to be eligible to vote in the November election.  We’d love to have you join us in our scheduled registration drives this month.  See Amy Zesbaugh’s article for more details on this.

Another target group is the “drop-off” voter, a voter who is registered but has not voted recently.  Perhaps she voted in the last Presidential election but not in the mid-term Congressional election.  Voting is a habit—not easy to form, but easy to break.  We want our first-time voters and returning voters to form a lifelong habit of voting.  Many of our Millennials are “too busy,” or “not interested in politics,” or just “turned off.”  In 2008, this age group turned out 50.8% to vote.  While this is above the national average, it is not good enough when we consider the importance of the outcome of the election to these young voters.  In this election, there are 2,031,000 people between 18 and 29 eligible to vote.  It is part of our job to help them see how critical this election is in securing or protecting their (and our) rights.  For example, the Pay Equity Gap is alive and well!  71 cents does not equal $1.00!  We need to help our daughters and granddaughters, nieces, younger sisters, and young friends realize that the battle has NOT been won—victory is still elusive, and it may be farther away than it was a few years ago!  Many young women have high career goals.  They need to know that the glass ceiling is still up there.  Insurance still costs more for women.  The playing field is not level. Promotions and higher salaries still go to men more frequently than to women, even when education and experience are comparable.

One interesting thing we learned during the training is that young people prefer to vote remotely, early, online (not available in Illinois), or by mail.    When you talk to the young folks you know, once they are registered, make sure they know that they can vote early, in person at the County Clerk’s office, no more than 22 days nor less than five days before the election on November 6th.  Or, if they are going to be out of town  or for some other reason unable to vote on November 6th, they may vote absentee in person or by mail not more than 40 days prior to the election.  Absentee ballots must be returned to the County Clerk’s office not less than five days or in person not less than one day prior to the election.

 As AAUW members we have a responsibility to help secure the future for our young people.  So sign ‘em up, and talk it up!  We all have a role to play!  If you are ready to get involved, please call or email Amy Zesbaugh (734-0865) zestib@hotmail.com or Jan DeYoung (734-5529) jdeyoung@maplecity.com right away!

By the way, if you have a chance to meet and talk with Cheri Bustos, Democratic candidate for Congress, take advantage of the opportunity.  She’s very knowledgeable and down to earth.  And she shares our values and our priorities.  She is very pleased that we’re registering voters.
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

Many of the regular group will be gone on our viewing date this month and it was difficult to find a time to reschedule, so there will not be a film in September.  Hopefully October won’t be quite as busy so we will wait until then to begin the films.  Films will be shown the fourth Monday of the month.  

¡Adelante! Book Group
Amy Zesbaugh
Book Group to Read 
“Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand” for October
Please join us for our next meeting on October 4 at 7 p.m. at Ruth Wright’s home (332 S. 8th St., Monmouth). The book is Major Pettigrew's Last Stand: A Novel by Helen Simonson. 
Publishers Weekly describes the book as the “tale of Maj. Ernest Pettigrew, an honor-bound Englishman and widower, and the very embodiment of duty and pride. … This is a vastly enjoyable traipse through the English countryside and the long-held traditions of the British aristocracy.”

Art Presenter Program
Lila Blum & Jan DeYoung
The Art Presenter Program will kickoff the '12-'13 year on Tuesday, September 25th at 6:00 p.m. at Buchanan Center for the Arts.  Presenters will receive program information and pick up art works for classroom presentations in October.  Lori Ockert, our program coordinator, is seeking volunteers to serve as presenters.  If you or someone you know is interested in participating, please call Lori at 734-7743.

This year the program will serve grades K-6 in the Monmouth-Roseville elementary and intermediate schools, Immaculate Conception School, and Roseville Community School.

We extend a special thanks to Jonalyn Heaton, Kathy Lowe-Arthur, and Amy Zesbaugh who helped us with portfolio cleanup in June.  The valuable support of branch members for the Art Presenter Program is deeply appreciated.

((((((
Note: a correction in Yearbook

Please correct the AAUW-IL state president's name --- It is Andy Danis ---not Davis

International Affairs
Donna Sproston
If we educate a boy, we educate the man.  If we educate a girl, we educate a village.  This Girl Effect mantra based on a famous Ghanaian proverb is supported by data collected over the last fifty years.  Check out the updated video at www.thegirleffect.org to see why investing in girls is an investment in the future.  What is the significance of the age of 12?
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Membership
Marilyn Van Ausdall
This election year is proving to be a very important one for women. Please encourage your non-AAUW member friends to consider joining our organization to support the issues that our foremothers fought so hard to win for us. Being too busy for branch membership shouldn’t be an excuse. National membership supports the issues, too, for only $49, $46 of which is tax deductible. Direct them to aauw.org for more information.

Please join me in welcoming a returning member to our branch, Susan VanKirk. Being too busy with teaching and her first child caused her to have to drop membership the first time around, but she feels that since her first child is 40 now, it’s time to return to us. 

As head of the English Department, Sue was my husband’s boss at Monmouth High School for 24 years until her retirement from public school teaching in 2002. Sue chronicled many of her adventures teaching high school English in a memoir which she published in 2010, called The Education of a Teacher (Including Dirty Books and Pointed Looks.) Our branch was fortunate to host one of our meetings in the fall of 2010 at the Warren County Library, where Sue spoke to a packed crowd about some of her teaching experiences, and entertained us with a reading from her book.

Toward the end of her high school teaching career, Sue returned to school, earning a Master’s in Education from the University of Illinois. From 2001-2011, Sue taught part time in both the education and communications departments at Monmouth College. She also had an interesting freelance job, writing literary Cliffs Notes.

Sue has finally REALLY retired from teaching, but is still doing occasional speaking engagements (we’ll host her again at the public library on Oct. 15), writing a blog (www.andsometimesshewrites.blogspot.com), and she’s writing a second book, this one a novel (the topic of our October meeting.) She also has Facebook pages, both personal and as a writer, and even tweets occasionally! Sue invites you to visit her website, www.susanvankirk.com.

Sue spends three months of the year in Phoenix, where her three children and nine grandchildren reside, so we will miss her at our January through March meetings. But she promises to be thinking about us during that time, hoping that we are not shoveling snow, and that she is not stuck inside while dust storms howl about her windows.

Welcome back, Sue!
((((((
Note: We also have another new member, Cathy Stiles, and information about Cathy will be appearing in our October branch newsletter
Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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