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Monmouth, Illinois

September 2008
Celebrating 84 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“America’s future will be determined by the home and the school. The child becomes largely what he is taught; hence we must watch what we teach, and how we live.”  ~ Jane Addams

It is hard to believe that summer is drawing to a close, school is back in session and the Prime Beef Festival is once again adding lights, sounds and yummy frozen apple cider to the Monmouth Park.  The presidential race has certainly been a large part of any media.  Logging in to Yahoo for my daily inbox review gives me a chance to see the headlines.  This can be a maddening, confusing or learning experience.  Last week a headline announced that Forbes had chosen the 2008 list of the top 100 most powerful women using a “rigorous, methodological approach that measures public profile and financial heft.”  For the third year, German Chancellor Angela Merkel topped the list.

Intrigued, I clicked the headline for the article.  The top 10 of this list includes Sheila Bair of the U.S. Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. at no. 2, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice at no. 7, and the rest are corporate chief executives.  As you scroll down, the list is a mix of international (55% are based in the U.S.) business executives, politicians and media personalities and nothing too surprising.  However, power has many definitions.  The OED’s definition includes the words control, authority and influence. But I prefer the more optimistic and personal words also in the definition such as the ability to act, vigor, energy, and capacity.

The launchers of the Women on the Web site (wowowow.com) were asked by Forbes to create 
their own lists of most powerful women, though each were only given three slots to fill instead of 100.  Their power definitions varied from Forbes’. Their choices had more to do with influence, advocacy, international philanthropy, and making changes for the better in people’s lives.  Yes, some of the women were on both lists, WOW’s and Forbes’, but for different reasons. The WOW lists included Ellen DeGeneres, Hillary Clinton, Condoleezza Rice, Oprah Winfrey, Angelina Jolie, J. K. Rowling, Melinda French Gates, Wendy Kopp and their own mothers.

Who would be on your list of the most powerful women?  If your list includes someone close to you and that woman does not know she’s on your list, you have the power to let her know.

“Being powerful is like being a lady.  If you have to tell people you are, you aren’t.”  ~ Margaret Thatcher
Branch Program at BCA

Lila Blum

Our first branch meeting of the year will be held at Buchanan Center for the Arts on Monday, September 15, at 7 p.m.  The program will feature the Art Presenter 35th Anniversary Exhibit and
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gallery talk by Stephanie Baugh, lecturer in art and educational studies at Monmouth College.  Stephanie will speak on the topic “Reading Children’s Art Works,” reflecting on the 61 art works on display by students from 29 countries. Our branch is sponsoring this program as a public event so please encourage friends and interested persons to attend.
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Stephanie holds a bachelor of fine arts degree from the University of Montevallo in Montevallo, Alabama, and a master’s degree in art education from the University of Georgia.  She teaches courses in studio art, art education, and the Introduction to Liberal Arts and has made several presentations at professional meetings including “More Than Creativity: The Creating Process” at the National Art Education Association National Convention. In addition to being an artist and a teacher, Stephanie is a trained dancer, dance teacher, and choreographer and has choreographed two musical productions at Monmouth College.  Best of all, she has served as an Art Presenter for three years and speaks to presenters at our annual kickoff/ orientation meeting.
Please join us on September 15 for this special exhibit and program.  After a short break for refreshments, the branch business meeting will be held.
Educational Foundation Update

Donna Sproston and Jonalyn Heaton

EF is celebrating its 50th Anniversary!  The Educational Foundation remains one of the world's largest funding sources for graduate women.  During this golden anniversary observance, EF has a goal to receive 500 gifts of $50 in 50 days from branches and individuals.  The deadline for contributions is October 15.  More information will be provided at our September meeting.
 
¡Adelante! Book Group

Amy Zesbaugh

We will meet at my house (300 S. B St., Monmouth) at 7 p.m. on September 11 to discuss Alice: Alice Roosevelt Longworth, from White House Princess to Washington Power Broker by Stacy Cordery. 
Please bring along a few fiction ideas for future meetings.
Our October choice is Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat. In a starred review, Publishers Weekly says, “In a single day in 2004, Danticat learns that she's pregnant and that her father, André, is dying—a stirring constellation of events that frames this Haitian immigrant family's story, rife with premature departures and painful silences.”
WITASWAN Film Group

Nancy Buban
 
[image: image5.jpg]


We will be starting this year’s film series with the 1986 film, Crimes of the Heart.  The play and screenplay were both written by Beth Henley, and the film received three nominations for Academy Awards. Three sisters, with quite different personalities, reunite after the youngest sister, Babe, shoots her husband.  The oldest sister, Lenny, takes care of their grandfather in their ancestral home while the middle sister, Meg, has tried to find success in Hollywood.  The story is poignant, yet funny, and shows great interaction between the three sisters.  The movie stars Sissy Spacek, Jessica Lange, Diane Keaton and Tess Harper. 
Please join us at 207 S. 8th (Bubans’) at 7 p.m. on Monday, September 22. Hope to see you at the movies! 
Art Presenter Program  

Lila Blum and Jan DeYoung  

Although we’re busy celebrating the 35th anniversary of the program, we are also preparing for the new school year.  Lori Ockert is busy rounding up presenters and would like to hear from you if you or someone you can recommend would like to serve as a presenter. Call Lori at 734-7743 or send her an email at lori.ockert@gmail.com.  
Our annual orientation/kickoff meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24, starting with a [image: image6.jpg]


presentation by Stephanie Baugh at 6:30 p.m. followed by a general orientation at 7 p.m.  Please let us know if you can assist us on the 24th as presenters come to pick up art works for their first presentations in October. 
We’re pleased to have a feature article on the front page of the September 6 issue of the Review Atlas which announces the anniversary exhibit and special events at Buchanan Center and explains how the program works and its value to students.  The headline reads, “BCA’s Art Presenter Program Turns 35.”  Fortunately AAUW is given credit for the program within the article, but we must continue to explain to the public that the program is not sponsored by Buchanan Center.

We want to thank Amy Zesbaugh, Jonalyn Heaton, Marilyn Van Ausdall, Elke Narkiewicz, and Kathy Lowe-Arthur who assisted with portfolio cleanup during the summer. This enthusiastic crew completed the task quickly and capably and helped us prepare for the new year.   
Public Policy: November Elections

Jan DeYoung

Do you know that there is an important, but little known, item on the ballot this November?  There is a proposal on the ballot to call a Constitutional Convention in Illinois.  I don’t believe that AAUW-IL has taken a position on this issue, but the League of Women Voters has: LWVIL opposes the calling of a constitutional convention at this time.

First, a “Con Con” opens the entire constitution for review and revision.  Quite possibly, Illinois citizens could lose some of the gains achieved in the 1970 Constitution.  

Further, a convention, which would last for many weeks, could cost at least $78 million dollars, at a time when many important programs have already been cut and the state is involved in a very serious budget crunch.  The amendatory process already in place allows for making adjustments and updates where necessary.

In addition, the public has received almost no information on the issues to allow us to make a judicious decision.  Therefore, the League of Women Voters, along with the Illinois Retired Teachers Association and many other civic organizations recommend a NO vote on the proposal.

School Funding and Quality
The 1970 Constitution of the State of Illinois states that “all persons are to be educated to the best of their capacities and gives the state primary responsibility for financing educational institutions and services.”  To many of us, this means that the state should be providing at least 51% of the funding for our public schools, K-12, as well as for our community colleges and public universities.  As we in West Central Illinois are acutely aware, the state is severely derelict in fulfilling this responsibility. While the national average is 47% state funding, 44% local funding, and 9% federal funding, Illinois is quite different: 30% state funding, 62% local funding, and 8% federal funding.  Our state ranks 49th(!) in state support for public education.  
And, since so many of us are or have been educators and/or have children and grandchildren in public school, we are well aware of the effects of that shortfall.  This is not just a financial issue.  Achievement test scores are lower in poorer districts and teacher/staff salaries are lower. Class size is often larger. Buildings are older and in poorer condition. The connection between poorer schools and lower literacy levels leads to an increased level of incarceration of illiterate adults and teens who have dropped out of school.  Dropouts are also more likely to be on public aid than are people who have completed high school.
Illinois Senate Bill 2288 seeks to address the crisis in school finance and, therefore, in school quality.  Very briefly, this bill would lower education-related property taxes by 20% and raise the personal income tax rate from 3% to 5% and the corporate income tax from 4.8% to 8% to increase revenue for schools while providing a more stable source of income. (Illinois’ state income tax is the lowest of the 41 states which impose an income tax.)  For comprehensive information on this bill, go to Aplusillinois.org, lwvil.org, or protectillinois constitution.org. 
So far Senator Sullivan has not chosen to co-sponsor this important piece of legislation, even though it would benefit hundreds of students in his district.  It’s time he heard from us—again!  Please call, email, or write Senator Sullivan and ask him not only to support this important bill but also to take a stand and become a co-sponsor!  (The number of the bill may change once the General Assembly reconvenes on November 12, but ask him to co-sponsor and support the bill that replaces it in the new session.)  You can call or write his Springfield office (417 State Capitol Building, Springfield, 62706), telephone (217) 782-2479; his Macomb office (440 North Lafayette, Suite 100, Macomb 61455), telephone (309) 833-5526); or email him at Sullivan@senatedem.state.il.us.

AAUW National Convention 
Comes to the Midwest!

Nancy K. Daugherty, Advisory Board 2009 Association Convention

You can be a part of the AAUW national convention to be held in St. Louis June 26-28, 2009! As your branch makes plans for the year, keep the convention in mind and plan to attend as a volunteer and/or a delegate. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to travel a short distance for a never-to-be-forgotten experience.

· Factor convention plans into your branch budget. Help as many members as possible to attend.

· Talk it up! Connect with your friends from across the country and meet in St. Louis! Encourage family vacations planned around the event.

· Make time in your branch programs to discuss AAUW changes. New proposed bylaws are on the AAUW Web site, and we want to educate ourselves about the changes that will be voted on at the convention.

· Pass on your ideas! The Local Arrangements Committee would love to hear your suggestions for speakers, exhibitors, event sponsors, partner organizations, or corporate donors. We will submit them to the professional staff planning the convention.

· Volunteer! We anticipate needing more than 100 volunteers for registration and other committees. We'll be signing up volunteers early next year, but if you have a special expertise such as parliamentary procedure or computer skills, let us know anytime. 

Mark your calendar to save the date for our volunteer kickoff luncheon, the "AAUW Convention Kickoff—A Metropolitan St. Louis Interbranch Council Event" at the Renaissance Hotel (our convention site) on March 14, 2009.
The 2009 convention will have a new format with many new features. The convention will be held in the Renaissance St. Louis Grand & Suites Hotel in St. Louis. The Renaissance Grand Hotel holds a special place in St. Louis and women's history. Previously known as the Hotel Statler, the hotel was the backdrop for the historic convention of the National American Suffrage Association in March 1919. At that time, some states allowed women to vote only in presidential elections and some state did not allow women to vote at all. At this convention the League of Women Voters was created to secure the enfranchisement of women in every state.
AAUW-IL State News

Linda Henning Cohen, AAUW-IL President

A number of important issues have emerged as AAUW Branches and AAUW-IL are getting geared up for fall activities. 
AAUW  Branch Tax Status After Restructuring
Restructuring of the national organization will take effect in June, 2009 and the “new” organization will be known as AAUW. AAUW will control both: the Section 501(c)(3) public charity, which will be the dominant organization, and the Section 501(c)(4) “public” or “social welfare” organization with limited activities related to lobbying and “Get Out the Vote” initiatives. AAUW branches will remain 501(c)(4) organizations. Converting to 501(c)(3) organizations by branches is not recommended, as it is very expensive ($5000 or more per branch) and it would require considerable record-keeping, monitoring and reporting. 
After restructuring, a large portion of each dues payment to AAUW national will be deductible by the individual members; but because a small and yet undetermined portion of the dues payment will be allocated to help support Section 501(c)(4) activities, the actual deductible amount of the dues payment is still under consideration. Members will receive specific national dues deductibility information by November 1, 2008.

Status of WITASWAN 
Since 2004, AAUW-IL has served as an incubator for WITASWAN (Women in the Audience Supporting Women Artists Now). WITASWAN was created to support women filmmakers. There are a number of  WITASWAN film groups in local branches.  At the July 11-12, 2008 AAUW-IL Board meeting, the Board of Directors recognized that WITASWAN has grown beyond the geographic scope of AAUW-IL. WITASWAN has expanded to other states and has recently taken on an international focus with programs in 11 other countries. It was recognized that WITASWAN has evolved into an entity on its own, and would be better served if it were independent of AAUW-IL.  
Therefore, The Board of Directors voted that it will no longer be an official sponsor of WITASWAN. Branches may make their own financial arrangements for WITASWAN programs directly with the person presenting. The AAUW-IL Board of Directors would like to thank Jan Huttner for all the time and energy she volunteered to create and promote the WITASWAN project, and wish her continued success in the future.

Program in a Box
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AAUW has recently created a new online resource called “Program in a Box,” to help members consider and choose program activities for their branches. Each Program in a Box outlines an activity that could be chosen for your branch, with the “what, why, and how” to implement that program. Current program options include Woman-to Woman Voter Turnout, and the Educational Foundation 50th Anniversary. Check it out online at www.aauw.org, member center, Program in a Box.

Web Site Opportunities for Branches
Branches may send information about fundraising activities such as book sales, home tours, community events etc. with dates, place, time, and contact persons to Leslie Sulla, the AAUW-IL Web site Manager. Leslie’s contact information is 630-916-7783. Her email is relsulla@comcast.net.
Leslie will add the information to the page under “Fundraising” on the AAUW-IL  Web site. This is free publicity and also can be a reference for branches looking for successful fundraising ideas. 
AAUW-IL Fall Conference 2008: Breaking Through Barriers
Districts 1, 2 and 3 – Saturday, October 25, at the Hoogland Center for the Arts in Springfield. The conference will run from 9:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. and includes lunch. 


¡Adelante! Book Group: September 11, 7 p.m., 300 S. B St., Monmouth.
Branch Meeting: September 15, 7 p.m., Buchanan Center for the Arts.
WITASWAN Film Group: September 22, 7 p.m., 207 S. 8th St., Monmouth.
Art Presenter Kickoff and Orientation Meeting:  September 24, 6:30 p.m., Buchanan Center for the Arts.

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.
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Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site: 
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Amy Zesbaugh, zestib@hotmail.com
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