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Monmouth, Illinois

October 2008
Celebrating 84 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“The best kind of rain, of course, is a cozy rain.  This is the kind the anonymous medieval poet makes me remember, the rain that falls on a day when you'd just as soon stay in bed a little longer, write letters or read a good book by the fire, take early tea with hot scones and jam and look out the streaked window with complacency.”  
Susan Allen Toth

Certainly, this is the makings of a cozy fall day.  Ah, fall—colorful leaves, cool evenings, pumpkins, presidential debates and the air filled with candidate promises. Okay, so there are pros and cons to any season. Our October branch program by Janna Deitz on women candidates and office holders certainly is timely.

I have long been intrigued by politics. The foundation of this interest was my week at Illinois Girls State during high school. This occurred about the same time as the 1980 election during which women finally voted at similar rates as men.  For the 60 years prior, after obtaining the right to vote in 1920, women voted at lower rates.

We are finally seeing a change on the ballots as well with increases in women candidates, not only in numbers but also in level of office.  These candidates are an opportunity for competent female leadership to be in the public eye and to heighten women’s influence on public policy.

It isn’t just the candidates’ abilities but how these abilities are seen or presented. The media plays a large part in today’s politics. Thankfully, there are organizations such as Beyondmedia Education.  This group “envisions a compassionate and just society” with “universal access to media tools.”

Having women in office does not ensure that problems unique to women will be addressed or that the female office holder will, in fact, make all women or men proud of their elected official.  However, we can hope the differences in gender and life experiences will blossom in leadership. 
This was a difficult column to write in that I had to repeatedly cross out sentences which were bent toward my particular political views and opinions.  Yet, this was far, far from the difficulties the suffragists faced to allow me the opportunity not only to state my political opinions but vote for my candidate.  One viewing of the movie Iron Jawed Angels will show you why you should vote.  If you’d like to know for whom you should vote, I’d be happy to offer a few opinions …

“There are two kinds of people, those who do the work and those who take the credit. Try to be in the first group; there is less competition there.”
Indira Gandhi
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Branch Program October 20
Lila Blum
Our program on October 20 will feature guest speaker Dr. Janna Deitz, assistant professor of political science, Western Illinois University, whose topic is “Politics:  Women Candidates and Office Holders.”  This turns out to be a very timely subject in view of the current presidential campaign.   Women in politics has been an area of ongoing research interest for Janna who holds a B.A. from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, in political science, an M.P.A. from Western Carolina University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Georgia where she focused on American politics, public administration, and public policy.  She joined the Western Illinois University faculty in the fall of 2003.

Janna has an extensive record of publications and presentations, including “Gender and Political Leadership” in the volume Teaching Sociological Concepts and the Sociology of Gender and “Candidate Charactericstics as Policy Relevent Signals in PAC Decision Making,” a paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association.  She is an active member of the League of Women Voters in Macomb.

Please join us on October 20, 7 p.m., in the Social Hall at Faith UP Church, 200 S. 8th Street, to learn more about women in politics and also gain greater insights into this historic 2008 election campaign.
 Fall Conference Reminder
Donna Sproston
 

The three downstate districts will meet in Springfield on Saturday, October 25 from 9:30 to 1:30 at the Hoogland Center for the Arts.  The cost is $20 which includes lunch.  The registration form is available at www.aauw-il.org and must be sent with your check by Oct. 15.
AAUW Film Group

Nancy Buban

 

Juno, the 2007 movie about a pregnant sixteen year old, will be shown this month. Diablo Cody won an Academy Award for Best Screenplay and the movie received three other nominations.  Many of you may have read about this movie but didn’t get a chance to see it. The movie contains clever dialogue and the main character is quite charming.  Some critics have said that it promotes teen pregnancy.  Come decide for yourself. Viewing will be Monday, October 27, at 7 p.m. at 207 S. 8th Street.
Two Great Events on November 12
Jan DeYoung

On Wednesday, November 12, at 7 p.m., we have two great choices for educational entertainment in Monmouth!

You should have received a flyer via email about the next “F” Word series at Monmouth College (if not, please let me know, and I can email it to you). Political Science Professor Farhat Haq is the speaker. Her topic is “Veiled Feminists,” and she will be in the Morgan Room at Poling Hall.
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Our other option is a presentation sponsored by the Warren County Public Library. Author John Hallwas will give a talk about his new book, Dime Novel Desperadoes: The Notorious Maxwell Brothers. A book signing will follow.  Please note that this event will take place at the Buchanan Center for the Arts so there will be plenty of room for all.
¡Adelante! Book Group

Erika Solberg

¡Adelante! Book Group will meet November 13 at 7 p.m. to discuss Ann Patchett’s Run.  We need a volunteer to host the meeting—let’s talk about it at the October branch meeting.
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You may remember Patchett’s last novel, Bel Canto.  Publisher’s Weekly says her new novel  “has the texture, the pace and the fairy tale elegance of a half dozen novels [Patchett] might have read and loved growing up, but the magic and the finesse of Run is really much closer to that of Six Feet Under or ER or The Sopranos, and that is good news for everybody, not least her readers.  Bernadette and Bernard Doyle were a Boston couple who wanted to have a big lively family. They had one boy, Sullivan, and then adopted two black kids, Teddy and Tip. Mr. Doyle is a former mayor of Boston and he continues his interest in politics, hoping his boys will shape up one day for elected office, though none of them seems especially keen. Bernadette dies when the adopted kids are just four, and much of the book offers a placid requiem to her memory in particular and to the force of motherhood in lives generally . . . Run is a novel with timeless concerns at its heart—class and belonging, parenthood and love—and if it wears that heart on its sleeve, then it does so with confidence.”
For those who like to read ahead, our January selection is People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. We do not meet in December.

Art Presenter Program  

Lila Blum and Jan DeYoung  
35th Anniversary Celebration

After months of planning and preparations, we are very pleased with the high level of participation and the enthusiastic response of audiences during the series of anniversary events at Buchanan Center.  Storyteller Sue Black delighted a total of over 850 students and teachers throughout two days of presentations, attended by classes from all of the District 238 schools (K-6), including Roseville, as well as from ICS and the Cornerstone School.  Another 336 students and teachers came for the guided art activities in the gallery conducted during a period of two days by Marjorie Blackwell.  The grand total reached approximately 1,229, including the group of 43 who came to the storyteller’s presentation for OFTA and members of the public.     
Art presenters, past and present, and many friends of the Art Presenter Program were present at the opening reception of the anniversary exhibit on September 6.  The occasion offered us the opportunity to acknowledge the volunteer contributions of so many people in the Monmouth community during the program’s 35-year history.  At the September branch meeting, Stephanie Baugh inspired us with an interactive gallery talk on how to “read” children’s art works, using works in the exhibit as she guided the discussion.  
We are indebted to many supporters for the success of the anniversary celebration.  Ruth Wright and Carol Bowman assisted at many events, starting with installing the show.  

As members of Delta Kappa Gamma, the organization whose foundation was a major sponsor, they have been photographing the proceedings for a presentation at DKG’s convention next year.  Kathy Lowe Arthur assisted at the opening reception and served as host at the branch meeting in the gallery.  
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Storyteller Sue Black.

We extend a big thank you to sponsors and supporters who provided the necessary funding: 

Sponsors:  Lambda State Foundation for Educational Studies of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, the Twomey Foundation, and The Addleman Foundation.
Supporters:  Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumnae & Alpha Chapter, Monmouth College, Panhellenic Council of Monmouth College, Blick Art Materials, Monmouth-Roseville Education Foundation, The Mellinger Foundation, Warren County Retired Teachers Association,  OSF Holy Family Medical Center, OFTA (Old Friends Talk Art), Midwest Bank of Western Illinois, Security Savings Bank, Spears and Spears Attorneys, Kiwanis Club of Monmouth, Mike Jurgens, John and Gena Vellenga,  Jim and Helen Paul, and members of AAUW.

In-kind contributors:  Kellogg Printing, Chef Amy DeVitalis, and Buchanan Center for the Arts.
We add a special note of appreciation to Susan Twomey and Karen Gillen at Buchanan Center for their efforts in setting up and hosting the show and facilitating events and activities in a welcoming environment.

Kickoff of the 36th Year, 2008-2009  

We launched the 36th year of Art Presenter on September 24 at the annual kickoff/orientation meeting.  This year the program serves 56 classrooms in six area schools with the Cornerstone School participating for the first time.  Lori Ockert is pleased with the roster of presenters she recruited for the new year.  Lori is assisted by Wendy Twomey at ICS and Amy Corman in Roseville.  Our thanks to Donna Sproston and Kathy Lowe Arthur who helped us at the kickoff meeting.
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New Art Presenters! Left to right, front row:  Nicole Hull, Sherry Watson-Scott, Michelle Hofmann, Nancy Durdle. Second row:  Joey Hull, Chris Altiere, Lindsey Smith, Lori Callihan. Not pictured: Becky Moore.

 
Public Policy: Public Safety Tax
Jan DeYoung

An important component of county government is public safety.  As you know, Warren County government is facing severe budget challenges.  On the November 4th ballot is a referendum for a 1% Public Safety Sales Tax.  The tax is expected to generate approximately $600,000 per year.  If adopted, it will go into effect on July 1, 2009.  The money will be spent on maintaining the current number of personnel, with a goal of increasing the number of deputies available for patrolling the entire county as well as for other emergency services.  There is also some hope that a second jailer can be hired.


If approved, this tax will be imposed on all purchases made in Warren County, both by residents and by those passing through.  Like the state sales tax, the proposed pubic safety tax will be imposed on all merchandise, excluding non-prepared food, prescription and non-prescription drugs, medical appliances, and titled or registered tangible personal property (vehicles, motorcycles, watercraft, aircraft, trailers, farm vehicles and mobile homes).

Many counties in our area have the Public Safety Sales Tax.  For our own and our families’ safety, it appears that Warren County should also levy this tax.

International News

Donna Sproston
Because AAUW is no longer affiliated with IFUW, a new online organization has been formed to continue the international partnership.  Women Graduates USA is seeking members.  More information may be found at www.wg-usa.org.  The current membership is 140, and IFUW has recognized them as the national affiliate.
Membership Update

Marilyn Van Ausdall

Please add Elizabeth Kaspar to your membership directories.  We’re very pleased that Betty was able to join us again this year.  Her address is 808 Jamie Lane, Macomb, IL 61455.  Phone:  309-837-1515.  E-mail:  E-Kaspar@wiu.edu.  Betty received her B.S. from Northwestern, M.A. from Michigan State, and Ph.D. from Indiana.  Welcome back, Betty!

In the spring, I purchased at-large AAUW memberships for a friend, my daughters, and my sister-in-law.  I’m very excited to say that when my sister-in-law received her Link recently, she e-mailed me to ask if I wanted to attend the Fall Conference in Springfield with her.  We’re looking forward to our trip on the 25th, and we’re even talking about Association Convention in St. Louis in June!  The husbands plan to travel with us to spend some time taking in the Lincoln sites.

I mention my sister-in-law because, with the holidays approaching, it would be great if you would keep the gift of AAUW membership in mind.  At-large memberships can be given for $49.  For a full membership, including state and branch, $10 and $9, respectively, can be added.  Gifts of membership allow you to give two gifts, really, one to support the mission of AAUW, and one that makes a woman (or man) part of a valuable organization.

Remember the value promise of AAUW: “By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance.”  What could be better than that?  

Hope to see you on the 20th. 

Educational Foundation

Donna Sproston
During the current fiscal year, EF is providing $4.5 million for more than 250 fellowships, awards, and special grants to outstanding women.  EF continues to be one of the largest sources of graduate fellowships and awards for women.

LAF is changing its funding of cases at the end of December as it expands from higher education to the entire workplace.  It will seek amicus curiae opportunities in cases of discrimination that disadvantage women in the workplace.  During the current Supreme Court term, the case of Crawford v. Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County is being heard.  The case addresses the reporting of sexual harassment, and AAUW has filed an amicus curiae brief on behalf of the plaintiff.  LAF is also transitioning toward supporting landmark sex discrimination cases that have a potential to make a difference for all women.  
Educational Foundation

RADA Fundraiser

Jonalyn Heaton

 

New brochures for RADA products will be available at the October meeting.  Please return the order form to me or Donna Sproston by the November meeting so that orders may be delivered at the Holiday Brunch.  
Please consider taking an order form and brochure to your school lounge or place of business. Profits from the RADA order will be used for our EF donation.  Checks should be made payable to AAUW and must accompany the orders.  If you prefer to order online, the Web site is www.HelpOurFundraiser.com.  Our Internet Ordering number is 500207, and our password is AAUW.  Remember, however, when ordering online you will have to pay shipping charges.  When you order with the group, the shipping is free.
AAUW Action Alert
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With the election weeks away, AAUW's Voter Education Campaign is in full swing across the country. AAUW recently released the Congressional Voting Record for the 110th Congress and voter guides for some hotly contested races this November. The Congressional Voting Record gives our members and the public critical information about how members of Congress voted on AAUW priority issues, and the voter guides will help voters make informed decisions on where candidates in the presidential race and in hot congressional races stand on AAUW issues. 

AAUW urges you to hold your elected officials accountable for their votes and to know where the candidates stand on issues that are important to women and their families. Act now to ensure women's voices and issues are heard on Nov. 4, 2008.
Take Action!
The power of AAUW's voter education publications lies in their ability to reach women who otherwise would not have access to the information, so spread the word! 
· Download the voter guides and Congressional Voting Record from our website and distribute them to women in your community. Place them in child-care centers, low-income neighborhoods, women's shelters, workplaces, transit stations, hair salons, community centers, family planning clinics, libraries, churches, and on college campuses.  

· Hold an open house for women in your community and hand out the voter guides and CVR. 

· Link to AAUW's guides on your own webpage, and use the voter guide templates on the AAUW website to create a voter guide for a race that affects your community. If you branch has compiled a voter guide for a U.S. House or Senate race, send it to AAUW and we'll put it on our site. 

· Get more information on producing and distributing voter guides on our website, and get more ideas on how you can turn out the women's vote with our Woman-to-Woman Voter Turnout Campaign. 

· Stay tuned for an Action Network e-mail that will allow you to contact your members of Congress about their score in our Congressional Voting Record. 

· Be sure that you are registered to vote and that your voter information is current, and encourage other women to register to vote and get involved.


Branch Meeting: October 20, 7 p.m., Faith Social Hall.

AAUW-IL Fall Conference:  October 25, 9:30 to 1:30, Hoogland Center for the Arts, Springfield.

AAUW Film Group: October 27, 7 p.m., 207 S. 8th Street. 

¡Adelante! Book Group: November 13, 7 p.m., location TBA.
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Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Amy Zesbaugh, zestib@hotmail.com
[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
5

