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Monmouth, Illinois

November 2012
Celebrating 89 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Amy Zesbaugh
2012 Election
AAUW President Carolyn Garfein had this to say about the election: “Although our work to advance education and equity for women and girls is far from over, today we can sit back and give ourselves a pat on the back for a job well done. Analysis of Tuesday’s vote showed that women were 53 percent of the electorate and voters under the age of 29 were 19 percent. I know the It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard campaign can claim a part of that.”

You can read about the historic firsts for women in this election here: http://blog-aauw.org/2012/11/07/women-and-the-2012-election/

If you want to know what the election results mean for AAUW’s priority issues such as pay equity, you can participate in a post-election analysis call with Lisa Maatz, AAUW’s director of public policy and government relations, on Monday, November 12, at 8 p.m. EST.  Please RSVP using this online form: http://www.aauw.org/act/issue_advocacy/signup.cfm
Citizenship Class Guests

David Timmerman, dean of the Monmouth College faculty, joined our book group recently, along with two students from his Citizenship class. His students will be at our November meeting, “Hot Topics in Women’s Health,” to talk to us for a school project and they wanted to get a feel for what issues would be of interest to us. And we gave them lots of ideas! I’m not sure what they’ll choose, but it will likely be something like our thoughts about pay equity. 

(As you may recall, Dean Timmerman brought students to one of our meetings last fall to discuss using languages other than English in the local school district.)

I look forward to seeing you then. 
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AAUW November 19 2012 Program

“Hot Topics in Women’s Health”
Donna Sproston
Women in general are a hot topic these days, and our November program will be Hot Topics in Women’s Health.  Monmouth resident Barbara Reid Clark will be providing the update.  Barb is a familiar face to our branch, having provided programs for both branch and district meetings.  She will be retiring from practice with the Knox Ob-Gyn Ltd. group at the end of the year.

Barb is a certified physician’s assistant specializing in obstetrics and gynecology.  She received her training at the University of Iowa and was a pioneer in her specialty, organizing the national group of PAs who specialize in ob-gyn and serving as their president and in other positions.

Join us at our branch meeting on November 19th at 7:00 p.m.  
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((((((
Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
First of all, take a breath, and pat yourself on the back!  Your efforts at registering 80 Millennial voters (age 18—29) at Monmouth College helped turn out more young people and more women in the election.  Women were 53 percent of the voters this time, and the Millennials increased their share from 12% in 2010 to 19% in this election, also an increase from 18% in 2008, a record-breaking year.  You can see pictures of our Monmouth Area AAUW teams on Flicker: go to http://www.flicker.com/photos/89569419@No4/page4 to see Amy, Lila, Carol, and Joanie in action.  Indeed, women and young voters did make our voices heard!

There’s more to celebrate, too!  More women than ever ran for public office and a record twenty women were elected to the U.S. Senate, and 78 to the House of Representatives.  Massachusetts, Hawaii, and Wisconsin elected their first female senators, Elizabeth Warren, Mazie Hirono, and Tammy Baldwin.  Hirono is also the first Asian American woman elected to the Senate, and Tammy Baldwin is the first openly gay person elected to the Senate.  In the House of Representatives, Tammy Duckworth of Illinois is the first woman with a physical disability elected, and Tulsi Gabbard the first Hindu elected.

New Hampshire will send an all-female delegation to Congress in January, two in the House and two in the Senate.  And New Hampshire also elected a female Governor, the only female Democratic Governor in the country!  She will join four other female governors, all of whom are Republicans, elected in 2010.

And, a little closer to home, Cheri Bustos was elected to Congress from the 17th Congressional district.  Cheri shares many of our values and priorities, so we are optimistic that she will go to work supporting the causes that AAUW has been working on for years.

What’s next?  AAUW will continue to work on our priority issues: Fair Pay, Women’s Health, college affordability (including Pell Grants and the American Opportunity Tax Credit, which returns $2500 to families paying college expenses), and equity in all areas of life.   

Working with dozens of coalition partners, AAUW will continue to advocate for equity for women and girls.  We can be proud of our success, but we can’t rest on our laurels.  There is still much to be done!
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

Last month the film group agreed that we need to watch something light-hearted so this month’s movie is Bride and Prejudice.  Yes, another movie based on Jane Austen’s novel but this is Bollywood’s version that has been turned into a musical comedy.  Please join us November 26 at 7:00 at 207 S. 8th to see the wonders of this adaptation set in India.
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¡Adelante! Book Group
Jan DeYoung
We will discuss “Sing them Home” by Stephanie Kallos on Thursday, November 29 at Alice Lawson’s home.  We hope you will join us for this discussion!

((((((
International Affairs
Donna Sproston
Originally organized for food relief following WWII, Care places special emphasis on working with women to create social change.  For Care and the developing nations it serves, the hunger games are reality.  Did you know that one of four children under five is underweight due to lack of food, and that women produce 90% of the world’s food?  AAUW and Care often partner on educational projects.

 Named in honor of Barnard College dean and IFUW co-founder, the Virginia Gildersleeve International fund supports projects in the developing world that promote women’s educational, vocational, and leadership skills.  VGIF was a pioneer in addressing the issue of female genital cutting.  100% of donations to the Gildersleeve support the projects.  Learn more about their current projects at www.vgif.org.  VGIF was founded by AAUW members, although it is not a part of our organization.

((((((
New Member Profile:

Holly Spence
Please join me in welcoming Holly Spence.  Holly is from our area, and graduated from Yorkwood High School.  She received her Bachelor of Business degree in Human Resources from WIU in 2006 and her Accounting degree in 2010.  Currently, Holly is the Assistant Bursar at WIU, where she has worked for the last three years.  She is also working on a Master of Arts in Education-Higher Education Administrative Services through McKendree University. 

Holly volunteers as the financial advisor for Delta Zeta Sorority at WIU and as the new team recruitment chair for Relay for Life of Henderson County.  In her “free” time, Holly enjoys decorating her home, finishing DIY (Do-It-Yourself) projects, engaging in fitness activities, and spending time with her family.  Holly says that she looks forward to getting to know everyone in our branch!

Please add Holly’s information to your branch directories.  Her address is 408 N. 10th St., in Monmouth, and phone number 309-337-6034.

Membership
Marilyn Van Ausdall
It’s a great time to talk to young college women in your life about the importance of belonging to an organization like AAUW as a way of supporting the issues so important to us. An interesting link to share with them would be http://www.aauw.org/graduatetoapaygap, where they can access the report AAUW released on Oct. 24 exploring the earnings difference between female and male college graduates who are working full time one year after graduation.  On the above webpage, they can also link to Gap and Gown, a new blog series focusing on issues raised in the report.  AAUW will hold a panel discussion on Thursday, Nov. 15, at 2:30 CST on the new report.  Experts in the areas of financial aid, public policy, and research will be sharing information and answering questions.

AAUW Fundraising—
Donna Sproston and Jonalyn Heaton

Although our Rada sales force was a bit depleted this year, the ten members who participated generated nearly $400 in profits for our AAUW Funds.  Once again, Marilyn Van Ausdall was the top salesperson with runners-up Shirley Daddona and Kathy Lowe-Arthur.  Thank you to all members who ordered these “made in the U.S.A.” products.  Orders should be available for distribution at the November meeting

On-line orders may be placed at any time at www.helpourfundraiser.com and the branch will receive the profits.  The internet ordering number is 500207 and the password is aauw—be sure to use lower case. 

Donations generated by our holiday brunch in December will also support our AAUW Funds.  LAF and EF depend on generous branch and member contributions for their success.

((((((
Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
Thank you to our veterans!!!
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