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Monmouth, Illinois

November 2011
Celebrating 88 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Amy Zesbaugh
I received an email from AAUW-IL President Lois Strom, with some exciting news. Illinois was one of only 15 states to receive a Public Policy Impact Grant.  According to Lois, “the purpose of this grant is to educate women on issues that are critical to their lives, get them registered to vote if they aren't, and to get women out to vote.”

Marcia Wherry and Pat Porep, the AAUW public policy co-directors, say that AAUW members can assist by:

· Working with local groups to register potential voters at local colleges and locations frequented by women.

· Networking, organizing or attending a branch meeting or public forum to provide information on election issues considered important by women.

· Encouraging voter turnout at both the primary and general elections.

If our branch is interested, members may even become deputy registrars who can register voters.

She Should Run As part of the Elect Her initiative, AAUW is collaborating again with She Should Run, a program that helps women decide if public office is right for them and helps them build the skills they need to be effective leaders.

She Should Run’s mission is “dedicated to dramatically increasing the number of women in public leadership by eliminating and overcoming barriers to success.”

Their website lists some statistics regarding why we need more women in office: 
· Women hold only 17% of the seats in Congress. 
· State Legislatures only have 23% women. 
·  Only 6 out of 50 states have a female governor.

Citizenship class

Following artist Amanda Greive’s presentation at the Buchanan Center, several Monmouth College students will join us for 20 minutes to discuss bilingual education in Monmouth. These students are taking a citizenship class from David Timmerman, dean of the faculty, and they are learning how to lead community discussions. I look forward to seeing you then!
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November 21, 2011 Program
Lila Blum
Gallery Talk by Amanda Greive at Buchanan Art Center
At our next meeting we will view the lovely oil painting by Amanda Greive which are currently on exhibit at Buchanan Center for the Arts in Monmouth.  We are excited to learn that Amanda herself will be available to give the gallery talk and provide insights to her work that only the artist is able to do.
Amanda’s work first gained attention in Monmouth when her painting “Pi in the Sky” won the painting award in the first annual 64 Arts National Juried Exhibition in 2009 at Buchanan Center.  Painting exclusively with oil on canvas or wood panel, she creates works that reflect the influence of the Italian Renaissance and Dutch Baroque periods.

Amanda, who resides in Edinburg, IL, holds B.A. degrees in Biology and Visual Arts and a Masters degree in Public Health from University of Illinois, Springfield.  She has had solo exhibits in Springfield, Peoria, St. Louis and has had her work selected for several juried shows throughout the Midwest.  She received the “Realism Award” at the Watertower Regional Show in Louisville, KY and a first place in painting at the Illinois State Fair Professional Artist Exhibition.

The gallery talk will be presented as a public event at Buchanan Center for the Arts at 7:00 p.m. on November 21.  Please come and bring guests for this engaging program.  
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Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
CEDAW –A United Nations Women’s Rights Treaty  The United Nations Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was adopted by the United Nations in 1979 and signed by President Carter in July of 1980 and sent to the Foreign Relations committee but never got to the floor of the Senate.  Hearings were heard in November of 2010, for the first time in a decade.  It’s time that hearings be scheduled again.

This important international agreement on women’s rights has been ratified by 185 countries, but NOT BY THE UNITED STATES!  Although the U.S. helped draft the treaty, it is the only industrialized country which has failed to ratify.  Among the eight nations which have not ratified the treaty are Iran, Syria, Somalia, and Sudan.  How incredible that the U.S. should be in such company!

Our ratification would help make enforcement of the treaty easier and more effective across the world.  Until we do, we cannot credibly demand that other nations live up to the terms of the treaty, guaranteeing that human rights of women are equal in all cultures and nations.  

Among the protections provided by CEDAW are reducing sexual trafficking of women and girls, saving lives during pregnancy and childbirth, providing basic legal recourse to women and girls against violence and abuse, protecting equal access to primary education and health care, and acknowledging the right to own property, including the right to secure loans for development.

Opposition in the United States has come from the radical right, claiming that the treaty would ease restrictions on abortion, an issue that is always contentious in this political climate.  Ratification of CEDAW requires a two-thirds majority of the Senate (at least 67 votes).  After 32 years, it is long past time to ratify this treaty!  Please urge Senators Durbin and Kirk and Representative Schilling to push this important act forward!  Women have waited far too long!

Special Discussion at 

November 21 Meeting
Ronda Willhardt
The senior capstone at Monmouth College is a Citizenship course. By the time students are seniors, they have been asked in Integrated Studies courses to develop some understanding of their places in college, their places in the world, and their own beliefs and values. The Citizenship course serves as a senior capstone and challenges students to move past study and contemplation to conscientious action. Citizenship courses typically take an interdisciplinary approach to understanding important social issues. Then students are called upon to address those issues variously as citizens of community, nation, and world. 

In one section of the Citizenship course, the students are learning how to lead productive, deliberate community discussions. The class is broken into small groups, each having been given the assignment of meeting with various community groups for approximately 20 minutes on a subject related to the group. On such group is interested in exploring education and has asked AAUW to be their focus group. To this end, three MC students will be coming on Monday, 11/21 and will start a discussion at approximately 8pm, lasting for no longer than 20 minutes. A condensed business meeting will follow to allow the evening to take no more than the usual time frame.

Initially, the students had chosen bilingual education as their discussion topic. After hearing about our local branch and the national organization, they were excited by the depth of AAUW and asked if a survey could be sent to our members prior to the meeting regarding topic preference. Below is their request. Our November meeting promises to be an enriching evening!

((((
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Book Group
Jan DeYoung
Book group will not meet again until January, on a date to be selected later. That will give you plenty of time to read "Infidel" by Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a "coming of age memoir," which is enlightening and a fascinating read. To quote Amazon.com: Raised in a strict Muslim family, Hirsi Ali survived civil war, female circumcision, brutal beatings, an adolescence as a devout believer, the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood, and life in five countries under dictatorships. She escaped from a forced marriage and sought asylum in the Netherlands, where she fought for the rights of Muslim women and the reform of Islam."
We hope you will join us in January to discuss this powerful story!
Film Group
Nancy Buban
The film group will watch the 2007 documentary, Beyond Belief. This quote from the IMDb sums up the documentary, "Susan Retik and Patti Quigley are two ordinary soccer moms living in the affluent suburbs of Boston until tragedy strikes. Grief compels these women to focus on the country where the terrorists who took their husbands' lives were trained: Afghanistan. Over the course of two years, these extraordinary women dedicate themselves to empowering Afghan widows whose lives have been ravaged by decades of war, poverty and oppression. As Susan and Patti make the courageous journey from their comfortable neighborhoods to the most desperate Afghan villages, they discover a powerful bond with each other, an unlikely kinship with widows halfway around the world, and a profound way to move beyond tragedy." Please join us at 207 S. 8th Street on Monday, November 28 at 7:00.
Membership
Marilyn Van Ausdall
I am very pleased to introduce a new branch member to you. Dr. Rose McConnell is chair of the chemistry department at WIU. She is also the principal investigator for a research grant from the National Cancer Institute. For the past two years, Rose has had a summer research experiences program at WIU, supported by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, for high school students and teachers to help work on her cancer research project. Additionally, Rose is developing a new initiative at WIU called "Women in Science" and is currently seeking administrative approval. The Women in Science initiative would be university-wide and would foster support programs for women students and faculty in the disciplines of Science, Engineering, Technology, and Mathematics. Included would be an organization open to men and women, whether scientists or not, who support the ideals of the initiative. 

And please welcome back Dr. Phyllis Self, Dean of Libraries at WIU. Besides her responsibilities at Western, Phyllis served on the board of the former Alliance Library System, including a term as president. She is currently serving on the board of the Reaching Across Illinois Library System and is an at-large member of the executive committee of RAILS.

We are so fortunate to have two additional outstanding faculty members from WIU as members of our AAUW branch. Please join me in welcoming them, and I ask that you add the following information to your directories:

Rose McConnell, 1424 Joseph St., Macomb, IL 61455, phone 309-252-2073 (H) and 309-298-1538 (W), RM-McConnell@wiu.edu, Texas A & M University, PhD

Phyllis Self, 12 Hickory Bow, Macomb, IL 61455-1018, phone 309-836-6945(H) and 309-298-2762(W), P-Self@wiu.edu, University of IL, Urbana-Champaign, PhD.

Annual EF Fundraiser
Donna Sproston
Rada orders are due on Mon., Nov.21. at the branch meeting or mailed to Donna Sproston, 1376 200th Ave., Monmouth, prior to that date.  Orders must be pre-paid with cash or checks payable to Monmouth Branch AAUW.  

The order will be placed on Nov. 22 and products distributed by or at the Dec. brunch.  

On-line orders may be placed at any time at www.HelpOurFundraiser.com. Use internet ordering #500207 and the password aauw.  Credit cards may be used for on-line orders, and you will be charged for shipping.  




Fall Conference
Marilyn Van Ausdall
Jan DeYoung, Shirley Daddona, and I had a great trip to Stronghold in Oregon, IL. The scenery was beautiful for the drive, and it's always enjoyable to have the conversation time that such a car ride provides. The sleeping accommodations were a little more rustic than we're accustomed to, but that just added to the adventure.

Friday evening, after a great dinner in the Stronghold dining room, we were very fortunate to have Palestinian filmmaker Ibtisam Mara’ana present for the screening of her documentary film, "Paradise Lost." In this film, Ibtisam takes the viewer to her hometown of Paradise (Fureidis in Arabic), a small fishing village overlooking the Mediterranean. Over the years, Jewish settlements have sprung up around Paradise, causing it to become politically and culturally isolated. Through her documentary, Ibtisam attempts to recreate the village’s lost history, including the story of her childhood hero, Suuad, the legendary local “bad girl” who was imprisoned as a PLO activist in the 1970’s, banished from the community, and now resides in the UK. An interesting question and answer session with the filmmaker followed the screening.

On Saturday morning, AAUW-IL lobbyist, Jenni Purdue, brought us up to speed with what's happening in our state legislature regarding issues of interest to us, and Tara Caldara, Assistant Director at Zion-Benton Public Library, enlightened us with her knowledge of social media, and how the various sites can be used to bring visibility to organizations such as ours.

Lunch at Stronghold was followed by some time to peruse the items in the International Gift Shop, Purchases from the gift shop help craftspeople from numerous places around the world, including Guatemala, Kenya, Cameroon, the Philippines, Thailand, and other countries. The last few minutes of the conference were set aside for members to gather with other people from their state districts to share ideas regarding membership recruitment, fundraising ideas, and any other issues important to the particular district.

The conference left us looking forward to our next AAUW state gathering, April 27-28, at the Holiday Inn- Itasca. Every AAUW member who attends state convention has a vote, so plan to come along to Itasca, Let your voice be heard regarding issues of importance to us as members of AAUW.

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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Dear AAUW members,


Thank you for participating in our group discussion. We appreciate you helping us with our class assignment. We have generated a few discussion topics; please let us know which one you like best. Ronda told us that you are interested in discussing education issues; therefore we researched a few education-focused topics. If you have any other issues/ideas that you wish to discuss, please let us know--we are open to any topics.


1.) Inclusion of multicultural/bilingual students�2.) Inclusion of special needs�3.) Government funding for school districts�4.) Programming: free lunch, free tuition, free books�5.) Teacher salaries


6.) Other


Please e-mail Nick Flemming with your responses at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nflemming@monm.edu" \o "blocked::mailto:nflemming@monm.edu" �nflemming@monm.edu�, and he will tally the results.


Sincerely,


Samantha Bundy 
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