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Monmouth, Illinois

May 2010
Celebrating 85 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“Arise then…women of this day! Arise, all women who have hearts! Whether your baptism be of water or of tears!  ~ Julie Ward Howe

This doesn’t sound like our usual Mother’s Day exclamation but for Julia Ward Howe it was exactly that.  Ward Howe, preacher, reformer, writer and poet best known for her poem, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” was passionate about two causes, peace and women’s rights.  In the 1870s she promoted a “Mother’s Day for Peace.”  She saw Mother’s Day as a day for women around the world to organize for peace while celebrating their shared bonds as mothers and women.  

Though for several years cities celebrated Mother’s Day for Peace, it never became formalized and, without Ward Howe’s constant financial and organizational support, faded away.  She found many other ways to work for peace and women’s rights.

Founding of the Mother’s Day holiday is credited to Anna Jarvis.  After her mother’s death, Jarvis began her campaign for a Mother’s Day celebration by distributing white carnations to the women in the congregation of her mother’s church.  With the help of a wealthy merchant and the World’s Sunday School Association, Mother’s Day became a resolution signed by Pres. Woodrow Wilson in 1914 to honor women’s role in the family.  However, just a few years after the official start of Mother’s Day, it was already so commercialized that Jarvis turned against her own holiday.  “I wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not profit.”  She opposed store bought flowers, purchased cards and boxes of candy.  Jarvis never had children of her own and spent the rest of her life and finances trying to re-establish her version of Mother’s Day.

I wonder what Jarvis would think of sending mom an e-card, email or text?  While these are fabulous ways to stay in touch with friends and family, every now and then embrace the simple but sincere ways to remember and thank not only your mother but also those dear and valued.  May the simple and sincere warm your summer.  Don’t forget to come help us grow our sincere branch programs for next year.  Your thoughtfulness, wisdom and support will be greatly appreciated!

“Grown don’t mean nothing to a mother.  A child is a child.  They get bigger, older, but grown?  What’s that suppose to mean?  In my heart it don’t mean a thing.”  ~ Toni Morrison, Beloved
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Women’s History Contest
AAUW Awards Essay Winners

Ronda Willhardt

The Monmouth Branch of AAUW recently held an essay contest for sixth graders in Warren County schools.  The contest was held in conjunction with National Women’s History Month.  Students were asked to select an exceptional woman in history from any career.  Each essay focused on a woman’s significant contribution to society and why the contribution was important to the student’s life.  First, second and third place winners received an uncirculated Sacagawea coin.  There were also three honorable mentions awarded certificates.  Certificates and coins were presented at a ceremony at Lincoln School on April 21st.  The awards went to: first place – Jasmin Raya (Oprah Winfrey), second place – Tamima Tabishat (Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis), third place – Leighton Huston (Amelia Earhart) and honorable mention went to Mackenzie Ricco (Wilma Mankiller), Conor Buckert-Anderson (Georgia O’Keeffe) and Kiera Ricketts (Juliette Gordon Low).
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Left to Right:  Kiera Ricketts, Leighton Huston, Tamima Tabishat, Jasmin Raya, Conor Buckert-Anderson
AAUW Dues

Please rejoin us if you have not already done so.  AAUW is such an important organization!

National dues are $49.00, State $10.00 and local $9.00.  TOTAL $68.00

Please send them to:  

Shirley Daddona
              453 1/2 N. Pleasant Ave.
         Galesburg, IL, 61401
An Opportunity

Since there will be no summer school, Genie Doty has decided to provide opportunities for students to read with an adult volunteer on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 to 2:30 this summer at Warren County Library.  Since we were unable to follow through on our goal of providing reading and craft experiences at the library on Saturday mornings this year, this is a wonderful chance for us to make a real difference for some of our local children.  If you can participate by reading to, or listening to, some children on Tuesday afternoons, please contact Genie at the library, 734-3166.

    
State Convention Report
Jan DeYoung & Donna Sproston
Donna Sproston and Jan DeYoung attended the 86th Annual Convention of AAUW-Illinois, in Lisle on April 30 and May 1st.   By-laws changes as proposed in the Illinois Link were adopted without opposition.   New officers were elected. Lois Strom, of Springfield branch, will be our new President, and Nann Baine Hilyard of Waukegan Area Branch will be Program Vice President.    And the big news is that Marilyn Van Ausdall of our own Monmouth branch has agreed to be District 3 coordinator, so although Donna is retiring from the state board, we will continue to have one of our members serving at the state level.  Thank you, Marilyn!

We had two opportunities to hear Linda Hallman, AAUW Executive Director, speak.  Linda has an interesting background: a music education major at Indiana, Linda joined the U.S. Army as a soprano soloist with the U.S. Army Band, where she served for eight years!  She has a master’s degree in management and has worked with the American Medical Women’s Assn. as well as a national horticultural association.  She is vibrant and articulate and a wonderful representative for AAUW at the national level.

Connie Baker of the Elmhurst branch received the Agent of Change Award for her dedicated work on the Dare to Dream: Get Educated! Conference sponsored by Downers Grove Area, Wheaton-Glen Ellyn, Elmhurst Area, Naperville, and Lombard Area branches.  This event for Latina middle school girls and their mothers is a program that Monmouth branch needs to think about replicating for our own Latina girls.

Closer to home, our recipient of the Spice Award is Nancy Buban.  Her citation reads, “Nancy has peppered our branch over the years by being a co-president, participating in programming, very active in community affairs and our continual hostess for our film interest group.  Our branch would be very bland without her!

Nann Blaine Hilyard gave an inspiring book talk on Friday night; we have some good suggestions from her for next year’s reading in our book group!

Amy Armstrong Green, Monmouth College grad of 1979 and outgoing Program VP, gave an enlightening presentation on The Motherhood Penalty—Sharpening the Focus on Pay Inequity, demonstrating that there is a 7% penalty per child on a woman’s earning power; ironically, fathers make more money than non-fathers.   Amy cited research from a couple of different studies.

Paula Purdue and her daughter Jenni Purdue reviewed some of the action (or inaction!) taking place in Springfield on issues related to our interests.   The news is VERY discouraging!  There will be no income tax increase before the November election (no Republican will vote for it, even those who represent “safe” districts.  They didn’t have much good to say about either gubernatorial candidate.  The choice bill came out of committee but will not be voted on as there aren’t enough votes to pass it.  The voucher bill, which would be devastating to school finance, which is already in desperate straits in Illinois, could make a terrible situation worse!  AAUW has opposed school vouchers from the beginning, along with teachers’ organizations and many other groups.

The November election is very important because it will determine which party will draw the lines for redistricting.  This, of course, is critical in establishing which bills come to the floor and which will die in committee.

Sharon Jenkins will edit the Illinois Link for the next two years.  She sends her best wishes to all of you!

I hope that next year many of you will be able to attend the state convention, which will be held April 29 and 30, probably in Peoria!  And the Association convention will be in Washington, DC, in June.  That’s always a wonderful experience!

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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