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Monmouth, Illinois

March 2010
Celebrating 85 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“Autumn to winter, winter into spring. Spring into summer, summer into fall, - so rolls the changing year, and so we change; motion so swift, we know not that we move.”  ~ Dinah Mulock Craik

It is March.  Finally.  We made it.  Well done!  It is time to look up from the snow shoveling and icy paths and see more than white again.  Give a good stretch and come to our March program to hear Donna Sproston talk about the impact of “The Girl Effect” on Monday, March 15 at 7pm in the Faith Church Social Hall.

We often discuss impact.  We explore ways to create it, design it, make it, reduce it, change it and measure it.  With all the worthy causes and people in need, all the things we are doing right and wrong, how do we determine our impact?  One way is to use the Force.  Yes, as in Star Wars.  Those wanting to create change are learning The Art of the Small, a Jedi Force technique which allows supporters to change things at a microscopic level.  Ok, so there are just a few individuals who think they can use this Force to render themselves invisible.  Most are learning the theory of The Art which is that focusing your efforts on a smaller area can actually change things.  Concentrated energy can create change and small changes are, in fact, effective.

Also consider the story of the Zen master filling his visitor’s tea cup.  As the tea begins to overflow, the visitor says, “It is full!  No more will go in!”  The master points out that “like the cup, if you are full of your own opinions and ideas, how can I teach you new ones?”  

I think the change in seasons is working on my grumpy winter attitude and increasing my optimism!  Enjoy the beginning of spring.  Delight in the drops of melting snow and ice.  Embrace The Art of the Small as you begin to plan your activities for the new season.  Empty your cup so it may be filled.

“They were so strong in their beliefs that there came a time when it hardly mattered what exactly those beliefs were; the all fused into a single stubbornness.”  ~ Louise Erdrich
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March Program:  The Girl Effect
Lila Blum
Our next branch meeting will feature Donna Sproston’s presentation on “The Girl Effect – International Focus on Educating Women” on Monday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. at the Faith Church Social Hall.  Donna describes her program as follows:


The Girl Effect is a campaign of the Nike Foundation to raise awareness that investing in girls in the developing world has an exponential effect-- improving the quality of life, addressing treatment of women, and ultimately bringing nations into the developed world.  The concept of the girl effect is not a new one, but in the last two decades research proves that this investment pays dividends.  In this presentation we will review the history, data, best practices, and organizations that are making an impact and conclude with suggestions for what you can do to make a difference.

Donna’s interest in international women’s issues, particularly in the developing world, began with her two trips to Paraguay to visit her daughter Amy who was in the Peace Corps in Paraguay from 1999 to 2002.  She has served on the AAUW-IL board for a total of six years, as District 3 Director and most recently as Director of International Affairs.  In this capacity she encourages international programming and events among AAUW branches in our state.  Donna has been an active leader in our branch as well as co-president, 1997-1999, as treasurer, 2000-2006, and currently as Ed Foundations/LAF co-chair.

Please join us on March 15th for this opportunity to hear more about the “Girl Effect” from one of our own branch members.

AAUW Film Group[image: image2.wmf]
                 Nancy Buban

 

Since film group was canceled in January we will try again. Film Group will meet at 207 S. 8th on March 29 at 7:00 to view My Brilliant Career.  Highly acclaimed at the time of its release in1979, the film is about an independent-minded young woman living on a ranch in Australia in the 1890’s who tires to fulfill her dream of becoming a writer. Drought and poor family business ventures force her to work as a governess/housekeeper and put her dream on hold.  Directed by Gillian Armstong and written for the screen by Eleanor Witcombe, the film is based on the novel by Miles Franklin.  This is a beautifully filmed movie starring Judy Davis and Sam Neill.  Please join us.
    
Women’s History Month Essay Contest

Our branch is again holding an essay contest for Warren County sixth graders related to March being Women’s History Month.   Students have been asked to submit essays featuring exceptional women in the world, past or present.  Amy Zesbaugh and Kath Sturgeon will be narrowing down the essays to the top three as well as honorable mentions.  Winners will receive a commemorative coin.  The essay deadline is March 31 as ISAT testing is dominating the students’ time during the first two weeks of the month.  Encourage the sixth grade teachers and students to participate and watch for an announcement of the winners in early April!

¡Adelante! Book Group
Carol Bowman

 

Book Group will meet at 7:00 P.M. on March 11 in the home of Ruth Wright.  We will discuss The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.

The novel, composed entirely of letters, reveals the importance of wit, humor, good friends, and books to the people of Guernsey Island during the 1941-1945 German Occupation of the Island.  The letters also give readers a glimpse of life in postwar England.

Public Policy Update
Jan DeYoung

The Paycheck Fairness Act, S. 182, is scheduled for discussion on the floor of the U. S. Senate on Thursday, March 11.  Both Senator Durbin and Senator Burris are cosponsors of this legislation, which amends and amplifies the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (FSLA), known as the Equal Pay Act.  As you will recall, the renewal of the Equal Pay Act was the first piece of legislation signed by President Obama after his inauguration.  

Recommended for passage by the Senate Health, Labor, Education, and Pensions Committee, the Paycheck Fairness Act provides for remedies for, enforcement of, and exceptions to prohibitions of discrimination in the workplace for any factor other than sex.  It makes employers who discriminate liable for lawsuits and provides for class action suits, as well as for compensatory or punitive damages to plaintiffs.  It also requires the EEOC to provide training for employees and to collect data regarding sex, race, and national origin of employees for use in enforcing federal laws.  Further, it provides for awarding grants to some organizations for conducting negotiation skills workshops for women and girls.  

We need to thank both of our Illinois senators for cosponsoring the bill.  Please call them next week, before the bill comes to the Senate floor.  They need to know that we appreciate their continued work on behalf of women and girls.  Senator Durbin’s number is (202) 224-2152; you can email him through his website: durbin@senate.gov.  You can also send a letter to him at 309 Hart Senate Building; Washington, DC 20510.   Senator Burris’s number is (202) 224-2854; his email address is Senator_RolandBurris@burris.senate.gov. (That’s an underline between Senator and Roland.)  His snail mail address is 327 Russell Senate Office Building; Washington, DC 20510.  Please let both senators know we appreciate their support!

In Illinois, the wage gap continues, too!  We rank 39th in the gap for college graduates and 37th in the gap for all workers.  In Illinois, a male college graduate aged 25 or older earns a median of $75,900, while a comparable female’s median wage is “$52,600—a 69% gap.  For all workers in Illinois the median is $48,600 for men and $35,400 for women—a 73% gap.  These figures are close to the national average, and they’re NOT GOOD ENOUGH!  We need to work on Senator Sullivan and Representative Myers to work in the Illinois General Assembly to close the Illinois wage gap!
The Big Read

Our own Erika Solberg will be the featured speaker on our Big Read selection for Western Illinois, “My Antonia” by Willa Cather.  Erika will talk about the novel at Warren County Library at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 16, at 7:00.  This will be our first Big Read event this spring.  On April 20th, there will be a discussion of the novel, also at 7:00 at WCPL.  Our AAUW book group will be there, and we hope to see many other members at the discussion as well.  If you haven’t read the book in several years, check out a copy to refresh your memory and join us!  (Note: You don’t have to reread the book to participate in the discussion!)
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Date: Saturday, March 27

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Location: Monmouth College

Huff Athletic Center— Glennie Gym

700 E. Broadway— Monmouth, IL

Cost: Free admission to attend

Free health & fitness demonstrations,

10 minute massages, manicures and more!

Proceeds from the event are used to support the license fee and program expenses for the

Warren County ATHENA program. The ATHENA award is presented to an exceptional leader within the Warren County community.
EF/LAF News
LAF continues to review applications for new cases and recently contributed an additional $5000 to each of the five cases currently supported.  In February the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals sided with LAF-supported plaintiffs in Mansourian, et.al. v. Regents of the University of California, et.al.  overturning a lower court judge’s 2008 opinion.  Public interest lawyers are donating their services for free, but LAF provided for transcripts, exhibits, and travel.  Lawyer Kristin Galles said, “AAUW support can mean the difference between a victory and no case at all.”
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International Corner
Donna Sproston
More than 1000 individuals and over 50 organizations, including AAUW members and branches, continue to support the Virginia Gildersleeve Education Fund.  The Gildersleeve funded 21 projects in 16 countries in 2009.  In the Cameroon, a project supplied 700 mosquito nets to families.  In Ghana, a program to improve women’s health resulted in the training of 20 traditional birth attendants.  Another project in Ghana educated women of their right to land ownership.  Founded in 1969, the fund has contributed more than 1.5 million USD to over 350 projects.  An endowment funds the administration so all contributions support the projects.



Branch Meeting:  March 15
AAUW Film Group: March 29, 207 S. 8th
Book Group: March 11, 332 S. 8th
Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, richardgilbert1484@comcast.net
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Program Notice





Women in the Workplace


Sheila Robinson, founder, Publisher and CEO of Diversity Woman Media will share her experiences and those of other women during her talk titled “Women in the Workplace,” on March 22 at 4:30pm in the Highlander Room at Monmouth College.
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