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Monmouth, Illinois

January 2012
Celebrating 88 Years of AAUW in the Monmouth Area!

President’s Report

Amy Zesbaugh
Calling all artists
AAUW’s 4th annual Art Contest is underway! Remember those beautiful note cards AAUW sends us every year? Well, the designs come from members like us. If you have artwork or a photograph to submit, entries will be accepted until January 31. In the spring, the winning entries will be featured on a collection of note cards.

From the AAUW web site, you can find the artwork requirements: http://www.aauw.org/contests/index.cfm You can also view last year’s winners here: http://www.aauw.org/contests/winners.cfm
Save the date
As many of you know, branch member Betty Kaspar has arranged for astronaut Dr. Linda Godwin to be the first speaker in an endowed women's lecture series. The talk will take place on March 7 at 7 p.m. in the union ball room at Western Illinois University. Betty says she purposely selected a woman scientist as the first speaker to inspire girls to major in the sciences and math.
Earlier that day, at 1 p.m., Dr. Godwin will meet with high school and college students, urging them to major in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects. 

A few highlights from Dr. Godwin’s career:
· Dr. Godwin joined NASA in 1980 and served as a flight controller and payloads officer in Mission Control for several Shuttle flights prior to being selected as an astronaut candidate in 1985. 
· A veteran of four shuttle flights, Dr. Godwin has logged over 915 hours in space. STS-108, which launched in December of 2001, was Dr. Godwin’s final Space Shuttle mission. The mission carried the crew to the International Space Station, and she participated in a spacewalk. 
· Dr. Godwin is currently is a professor of astrophysics at the University of Missouri.

Spice Award
If you would like to nominate someone from our branch for the Spice Award, please let me know. According to the nominating materials, the award should go to someone “who livens up meetings, comes up with new ideas, or adds fun and excitement to otherwise dull meetings.”

The deadline for nominations is February 15, 2012.
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January 21 Program

 Frances Perkins, the Woman Behind the New Deal
Sharon Gilbert
Most people realize that a great number of changes in labor law and in “safety net” programs for workers such as unemployment insurance, workers’ compensation and social security were outcomes of the New Deal under Franklin Roosevelt.  What they may not know is that these programs were the brainstorms of the first female Secretary of Labor, Frances Perkins.

Perkins, in her very insistent way, pushed through legislation to end child labor and to effect many changes for workers.

On January 21 at 10 am, the Monmouth Area AAUW will present a program by Miss Perkins as portrayed by Sharon Gilbert.  All are welcome to learn more about the fascinating American heroine.
I have had a years-long interest in the Great Depression and having read much about the principal players, I came to realize the huge contribution of this woman.  I thought by dressing the part and telling her story first person I might acquaint more people with her part in history.
Membership News
Marilyn Van Ausdall

Fall Conference attendees were provided with a list of the top ten historical advances for women’s lives that are now at risk. If you would like to view this list, please visit http://blog-aauw.org/hervotes/advances-for-women-at-risk.  It’s clear that equity is still an issue.  That’s why Membership Does Matter in AAUW.

How about considering some AAUW resolutions now that we’re beginning a new year?  

· Bring along a friend to each remaining meeting of the program year, especially to our next 3 meetings, which will be held at the Warren County Public Library, the Monmouth-Roseville H.S. Auditorium, and again at the library.  Visitors often feel more welcome in venues such as this.  Half year national dues are offered between January 1 and March 15.

· Give the gift of membership in AAUW to someone who graduated in December or who will be graduating this spring.

· Let graduate students know that they can still join national this year for $18.81 (a special anniversary price in celebration of AAUW’s beginning in 1881.)

· Make a point to attend our state convention at the Holiday Inn in Itasca on April 27 & 28.  A special free voter registration workshop will be held there on Friday the 27th for those who are interested.  Remember, AAUW has a One Member One Vote policy.  Every member who attends convention is a delegate for her branch and is entitled to vote on the issues.  And you can save money by bunking and riding with me.

· Become familiar with the aauw.org website.  There’s lots of great information there about our organization and issues of importance to women.

Spice Award

My state co-membership VP and I are in charge of collecting submissions for the branch Spice Award. Think of the member who livens up meetings, comes up with new ideas, or just adds fun and excitement to meetings.  Then pass your recommendation along to Amy.  This person will then have a little write-up in our state convention booklet. 

New Member

Please welcome Geneen Gillen, who is actually a returning member to our branch!  Geneen’s undergrad degree in Elementary Ed. and Masters in Special Ed. have definitely been put to use over the years, as she has taught kindergarten, 3rd-5th grades, art and special ed in the primary grades, and science and special ed in the intermediate grades.  Currently, Geneen teaches 5th & 6th grade students with learning disabilities at Central Intermediate School in Monmouth.  She and her husband, Dave, farm west of Monmouth.  Their three children, all University of Illinois grads, include an agronomist, an aerospace engineer, and a current law student.  In her “spare” time, Geneen enjoys gardening, sewing, traveling to visit her children, and going to Illini football games.  Geneen is also guardian to her sister, Jane, who keeps her busy with Special Olympics softball, track, bowling, and baseball.  I’m exhausted just writing this!  

Obviously, we’re very fortunate that Geneen has returned to be with us.  Please add her information to your directories:  161 – 210th Ave., Monmouth, IL  61462; 309-734-7256; Millikin University, BS; Western Illinois University, MA; ggillen1@hotmail.com.

Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
It’s My Vote: I Will Be Heard

This is the name of the new initiative that AAUW is undertaking to get out the women’s vote in 2012, focusing particularly on young women.  Our project is the only national campaign targeting young women in 15 states with a key, swing Senate race in 2012.  

Why is this important?  The people who are elected in November will vote on pay equity, laws that allow us to report pay discrimination, Social Security, reproductive rights, and campaign law reform,  just a few of the many issues that will come before the 113th Congress.  These issues are of vital importance to women in particular.

How do we get involved?  Members of AAUW-Illinois and Monmouth Branch in particular, are needed to get many women, especially young women, to exercise their rights to vote.  After a brief training, Monmouth Branch members will be sworn in as deputies and will be stationed in several locations throughout the community to get new voters registered.  This will include 18-year-olds at the high school, college students, and members of the community.  We are thinking about the YMCA, the Warren County Library, the Armory, Monmouth College, and other locations.  

How do we do this?  First, we need YOU to volunteer. Please let Jan know that you are willing to participate.  If we have 6—8 members trained, each of us will need to do only one or two sessions.  We will arrange training at the Court House in early February with Tina Conard or a member of her staff.  Trainings take only about half an hour.  Then we will be sworn in and given credentials, and we will be ready to go out and register new voters in order to Get Out the Vote.

We plan to do one or two registrations prior to the March primary and then a few more prior to the November 6th general election, depending upon the number of branch members who sign up to help.  We also hope to plan a fun event, perhaps at the Wine Shop, to attract some interest.  

What’s the first step?  Please contact Jan DeYoung (jdeyoung@maplecity.com or 734-5529) to get your name on the list of volunteers.

Second, if you haven’t already done so, sign the participation pledge which you received recently, and return it, with a contribution to the AAUW Action Fund, if possible, to the Association in the envelope enclosed with the pledge.  Your contribution will help provide Public Service Announcements and direct voter communications, including voter guides covering candidates’ positions and votes on key gender discrimination issues, as well as candidate forums in some communities to inform and energize voters to vote in their own interest.

We’ll let you know the date(s) of the training session(s) and we can plan the registration times and places that will suit your calendar.

Please volunteer to get the training and the certification, and help us get out the vote!
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

The film group will start the year with, In America,  an older film that some of the group has not viewed and is worth viewing a number of times.  It is the story of Irish Immigrants who enter the U.S. illegally through Canada to begin a new life in New York City.  The family rents a dilapidated apartment in a tenement with a mixture of strange characters.  They face difficulties just trying to eke out a living and to survive in their new environment.  The two young daughters are enchanting and view their new world with great fascination. It is a touching story about the search for the American dream.    Please join us on January 23rd at 207 S. 8th to view the film at 7:00.
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¡Adelante! Book Group

Jan DeYoung
Book Group will meet on Monday, January 16 at 7:00 p.m at Joyce Hagemann's home to discuss "Infidel" by Ayaan Hirsi Ali. 
Published in 2008, "Infidel" captured the world’s attention and spent thirty-one weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. 

Infidel shows the coming of age of this elegant, distinguished—and sometimes reviled—political superstar and champion of free speech—the development of her beliefs, iron will, and extraordinary determination to fight injustice done in the name of religion. Raised in a strict Muslim family, Hirsi Ali survived civil war, female circumcision, brutal beatings, adolescence as a devout believer, the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood, and life in four countries under dictatorships. She escaped from a forced marriage and sought asylum in the Netherlands, where she fought for the rights of Muslim women and the reform of Islam, earning her the enmity of reactionary Islamists and craven politicians.

Ayaan Hirsi Ali is one of today’s most admired and controversial political figures. She burst into international headlines following the murder of Theo van Gogh by an Islamist who threatened she would be next; and she made headlines again when she was stripped of her citizenship and forced to resign from the Dutch Parliament. 

We hope you'll join us!

Joyce Hagemann’s home is at 316 E Girard Ave., Monmouth. 

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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