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Monmouth, Illinois

January 2011
Celebrating 87 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt

“There is still vitality under the winter snow, even though to the casual eye it seems to be dead.”

~ Agnes Sligh Turnbull

These are the days in which shivering and grumbling constitute vitality.  I am looking forward to the warm, friendly gathering for our January program with artists from the “Six Women – Six Words – Six Works” exhibition at the Buchanan Center on Saturday, January 15 at 10am.  

The number six and women combination is interesting and diverse.  For example, six of the nominees on President Obama’s U.S. Supreme Court short list to replace Justice Stevens were women.  If you’re in Colorado Springs during April, be sure to attend the Six Women Playwriting Theatre Festival.  Those of you interested in the sport of cricket must have been excited about last month’s announcement by the West Indies Cricket Board that they are awarding retainer contracts to six of their women cricketers to help revitalize women’s cricket.  Interested in income?  You’ll be glad to hear that the number of women earning a six-figure income is growing at a faster rate than the number of men earning such an income.  Moving to the Washington D.C. metro area helps as here one in six women earned more than $100,000 last year.

There are distressing combinations as well.  One in six women will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime.  Though reporting has increased, 60% of sexual assaults are not reported to the police.  The estimate for the number of women who will develop Alzheimer’s in their lifetime is one in six.

The combination dates back thousands of years.  A DNA study from the Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation found that “nearly all of today’s Native Americans in North, Central and South America can trace part of their ancestry to six women”  who lived over a span of time 18,000 to 21,000 years ago.

The power of mothering is being honored by the Six Words on Why Moms Matter subset of the Six Word Memoir Project partnered by Women One2One and SMITH magazine.  Go online to www.one.org/women/sixwords and write your own entry.  Some of my favorites include: “Mothers are there when others aren’t,” “Love and control, a tough combination,” “When all else fails, just color,” and “Mothers raise daughters, sons, the village.”

Need six reasons to join us?  Warmth, art, camaraderie, illumination, conversation, refreshments.

“Time is a beautiful thing.  It’s like when you meet an old lover on the street six years later and they don’t look so ugly anymore.”  ~ Sarah McLachlan
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January 15 Program

 “SIX WOMEN, SIX WORDS, SIX WORKS” GALLERY TALK
Lila Blum

Our first program in 2011 celebrates the talents of six women area artists whose works are on exhibit at Buchanan Center for the Arts at 64 Public Square in Monmouth.  Linda Sickmon, Carol Tenold, Mary Schuytema, Lori Reed, Wendy Allaman, and Sally Scott are members of the workshop group that meets regularly to view and encourage each other’s art work and designate themes for future projects.

Two of the artists, Lori Reed of Galesburg and Wendy Allaman of Oquawka, will give a gallery talk about the works in the show and describe the creative process and dynamics which guide the efforts of the six artists in the group.  The exhibit includes pottery, collage, glasswork, fabric pieces, and paintings and has attracted a large audience since it opened in December.

Lori Reed is a graphic artist with a design business in Galesburg.  She has exhibited her collage works in the Quad Cities, Galesburg and Monmouth and is represented in galleries in Montana and Colorado.  Wendy Allaman works from her studio, “Windblown Beads” where she creates mouth-blown vessels and ornaments and handmade jewelry.  A recent trip to Africa has inspired new directions in her work.

Please join us for this program featuring Lori and Wendy on Saturday, January 15th, at 10 a.m.   This will be the final day of the exhibit so we hope you will take this special opportunity to view the show and learn more about it firsthand from these accomplished artists.   

Membership News
Marilyn Van Ausdall

The coming of a new year always seems to be a cause for hope.  Hope that solutions will be found for world problems.  Hope that our loved ones will be well. Hope for more good times than trying ones.   

This organization which binds us together in sisterhood has a similar message for the new year.  "Membership in AAUW also offers hope — hope that the fellowships we award will enable the recipients to complete vital research, hope that today’s girls will have the confidence to pursue educations and careers in science, technology, engineering, and math, hope that the our members can convince Congress that pay equity laws are essential for women throughout the country, and hope that we, as an organization, can indeed break through barriers for women and girls." (2010 December E-Newsletter for AAUW Membership Vice Presidents)
In order to help keep hope alive and continue AAUW's efforts to effect equity for women and girls, we need to bring in members who will work to build on the past and current achievements of AAUW.  Saturday's meeting at Buchanan, because it is a welcoming location for the public, would be a perfect place to introduce prospective members to our branch and to AAUW.  Informational brochures will be available, along with long-time members willing to share what they've gained from being members.
Half-year dues are available now, so anyone joining now would pay $24.50 for national, $10 for state, and $4.50 for branch, for a grand total of $39.  
I'm hoping that you will be able to come to our January 15th meeting, and bring someone new with you!  Happy New Year!
Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
It’s going to be very interesting to watch our issues in the 112th Congress.  After the failure of the Paycheck Fairness Act last Fall, AAUW members are going to need to work harder than ever for equity issues, not only for women and girls in the United States, but also around the world.  Two important bills that will probably be re-introduced are the Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Deterrence and Victims Support Act, which passed the Senate but had not come to the House floor; and the International Protecting Girls by Preventing Child Marriage Act, which had also passed the Senate last year.  

Probably the most heated discussions will relate to Social Security, however.  Although nearly everyone agrees that changes need to be made in order to keep the program viable in the future, there is little agreement on what changes are appropriate.  We need to keep in mind, when communicating with our Members of Congress, that women and children would be disproportionately affected by proposed cuts in services.  The “three-legged stool,” the traditional model for retirement, consists of Social Security, pensions, and savings.  Since women make less money, work fewer years and more frequently in lower paying and part-time jobs, they accumulate less in savings, have lower pension payouts, and qualify for smaller Social Security benefits.  Since women live longer than men, they collect Social Security for a longer period of time and often depend on survivor benefits (when they qualify for them).  It is astonishing to learn that 46% of non-married women (divorced, widowed, or never-married), get 90% of their retirement income from Social Security, compared with 35% of single men.  Of all women over age 65, 23%, and 30% of unmarried women over 65, depend on Social Security for ALL of their income!  

To learn more about the importance of Social Security to women, find the excellent article, “Women and Retirement Security,” on the AAUW website.  If you do not have a computer, let me know, and I will mail you a copy of this interesting study.  

I know that we will soon be asked to contact our Members of Congress about proposed cuts in Social Security.  When the time comes, be well informed, and click on that “Two-Minute Activist” button on the AAUW website to take action.  It’s so easy to be an informed, pro-active AAUW member!
Monmouth-Roseville, District 238, School Board Elections

It is encouraging to see the interest in running for School Board this year.  Five candidates have filed petitions for three seats in the April elections.  Candidates are Kevin Killey, Anita Sells, Tim Tibbetts, Bobbi Uddin, and Robert Wyant.  We don’t know yet whether our branch will be invited to host a candidates’ forum, but we will need to do our homework and decide which candidates will best represent the needs of the children in our district.  It’s sure to be an interesting race!

Breaking through Barriers Award
Hello and Happy New Year, leaders! We hope you said goodbye to 2010 with plenty of good food, friends and family. 

I’m writing to ask you two vital questions: Are you really proud of a certain state or branch program? Do you want to see its success spread to other communities? 

Then get in the running for AAUW’s Breaking through Barriers Award, a new award that honors three programs (plus honorable mentions!) that showcase AAUW’s mission in a local community. 

If selected, your program will play a special role in this year’s 130th Anniversary celebrations, including being showcased at National Convention, replicated in other communities, and rewarded with outstanding benefits, including a $3,000 cash prize. And that’s just for the top three selections. Just think of the initiatives you could fund with that extra money. From NCCWSL scholarships to paying for your local college or university to become a CU member, the opportunities are as endless as your imagination! 

The deadline is February 15, so click here now to apply! If you have any questions, please e-mail leadership@aauw.org or call 800/326-2289.
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

Film Group will meet Monday, January 24 at 7:00 to view the 2006 movie Volver.  Set in Spain, this film is written and directed by Pedro Almodovar and stars Penelope Cruz.  Cruz is the first Spanish actress to be nominated as best lead actress for an Oscar.  The film has been described as a “magical tragicomic film.”  It shows the trials and tribulations of women and has an almost exclusive female cast.  The film is subtitled so be prepared to read.  Hope to see you for the film at 207 S. 8th.
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¡Adelante! Book Group

Amy Zesbaugh

Please join us on January 20th at 7 p.m. to discuss Tracy Chevalier’s Remarkable Creatures. 
Publishers Weekly gave the book a starred review: “The discoveries of fossils on the beaches of Lyme Regis, England, in the 19th century rocked the world and opened the minds of scientists to the planet's unimaginable age and the extinction of species. Though attributed to men of consequence, the first remarkable finds were made by the poor working-class Anning family—and their young daughter, Mary. Chevalier wraps the history with a tale of the friendship between Mary and Elizabeth Philpot, a gentlewoman also fascinated by the creatures of stone, in a time when women were thought to be ill-suited to the work or incapable of understanding the scope of their finds.”

 We will meet at Joyce Hagemann’s home: 316 E Girard Ave., Monmouth. 
From the treasurer
Shirley Daddona
Balance in checking account is $448.72 leas $100.00 for a working balance of $348.72

Savings account - $135.63 less $100.00 leaving a working balance of $35.63 .

CD has a balance of 803.20

Profit from Rada sales $380.30

We were able to send $500.00 to AAUW Funds (formerly known as Educational Foundation)

The brunch in December yielded $200.00 that we sent to Legal Advocacy

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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