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Monmouth, Illinois

January 2010
Celebrating 85 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“Grab your coat, and get your hat, Leave your worry on the doorstep, Just direct your feet, To the sunny side of the street.”      ~ Dorothy Fields

Considering it is January, don’t just grab your coat and hat but go for the scarf, mittens and boots, too.  Then, join us for a warm start to the New Year on Saturday, January 16 at 10am for the first branch gathering of 2010.  Sharon Gilbert is presenting a program on her collection of hats at the Warren County Public Library.  This program is open to the public so get a friend out and bring her or him along.

Hats – we pass them, tip them, throw them in the ring and try to wear too many of them in our lives.  For many years, hats made the wearer respectable and gave a social status.  They came with a complex etiquette for their wearing, tipping and removal.  Hats have marked women as married and immigrant women as assimilated.  The hat making industry provided employment opportunities for women, allowing them to work at home with a flexible schedule not requiring child care.

However, environmentalist Marjory Stoneman Douglas wrote of the killing of tremendous numbers of tropical birds for their feathers which were used on popular hat fashions.  Over time, hats began to be seen as old-fashioned; an interference, and a symbol of oppression.  “Give me a head with hair, Long 
beautiful hair, Shining, gleaming, streaming, flaxen, waxen.”  

Eventually, advertisers figured out how to incorporate feminism into their marketing and it became time to reward ourselves for our equality and “I’m worth it.”  Hats would have only gotten in the way of showing who were where.  Luckily, when we removed our hats we threw them into the political ring.  It is said that the U.S. President wears seven hats.  One January, we’ll resolve to see a woman with this hat collection.

“I would even go to Washington, which is saying something for me, just to glimpse Jane Q. Public, being sworn in as the first female president of the United States, while her husband holds the Bible and wears a silly pill box hat and matching coat.”  Anna Quindlen
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Branch Meeting:

 “Pass the Hat: Vintage Hats from the Collection of Sharon Gilbert

January 16
Warren County Public Library

60 Public Square, Monmouth
History through hats?  Believe it or not, clothes and accessories often are very telling about what is going on during a certain era.  Sharon Gilbert has been collecting and wearing vintage hats for over 20 years.  Always interested in the 1930’s, she started collecting hats and Depression-era clothes to decorate a guest room, which also included pictures and mementos from Nelson Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald.  As her collection grew and included hats from the 1870’s through the late 1940’s, she decided to share them with others by weaving a talk about women’s history around displays of the hats.  
Sharon has close to 150 hats, of which many are on display in her home office/hat room.  She regularly wears them to church, AAUW, PEO and even attended a special service at Westminster Abbey wearing a hat from the Titanic era.

AAUW Film Group[image: image1.wmf]
                 Nancy Buban

 

Film Group will meet at 207 S. 8th on January 25 at 7:00 to view My Brilliant Career.

Highly acclaimed at the time of its release in1979, the film is about an independent-minded young woman living on a ranch in Australia in the 1890’s who tires to fulfill her dream of becoming a writer. Drought and poor family business ventures force her to work as a governess/housekeeper and put her dream on hold.  Directed by Gillian Armstong and written for the screen by Eleanor Witcombe, the film is based on the novel by Miles Franklin.  This is a beautifully filmed movie starring Judy Davis and Sam Neill.  Please join us.

¡Adelante! Book Group
Book Group will meet at 7:00 P.M. on January 21, 2010, at Ruth Wright’s to discuss The Help by Kathryn Stocker. 

 The Help is a timeless story about the lines we abide by and the ones we don’t.  During the Civil Rights’ Movement of the 1960’s, three seemingly different women start a movement of their own.  Their secret project will put all of their lives at risk and change a town and the way in which women view each other.

Several copies of the book are available at Warren County Library.  If you like to discuss what you have read, pick up a copy of The Help and join us at Ruth’s on January 21.

Ruth’s address is 332 South 8th Street, Monmouth.

From the Director of Finance:
Balance in checking account:
$379.72

EF/LAF  Account


    69.78

Certificate of deposit for $800.00 was renewed for one year on 12/18/09.  The interest for 2008-2009 was $38.75 and was transferred to the EF account.

Rada sales netted a profit of $450.00 for EF.

The Christmas Brunch netted $200.00 for LAF.  We were able to send $600.00 to the Educational Foundation and $200.00 to LAF.

Shirley Daddona

EF Fundraiser Update
Jonalyn Heaton and Donna Sproston
Our "AAUW Funds"-raiser was a great success.  Thanks to all who distributed catalogs and orders forms for our Rada sales.   We raised over $500 this year.  
Several have asked us to have another branch wide sale later this spring.  For those who cannot wait for that "no shipping charge" event, you can go to www.HelpOurFundraiser.com and place your own order, shipped directly to you.  Use  #500207 for the ordering number and aauw as the password.  You will be charged for shipping, but it is quite reasonable.  Orders are processed very quickly.
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Kathy Lowe-Arthur reminds us that St. Jude’s Ranch is again collecting the fronts of greeting cards.  She will be happy to take your Christmas cards if you bring them to the January meeting.
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Networking and Scrapbook Workshop with 
Marsha Frary from the 

Scrappin’ Shack 
When:     January 21, 2010

Time:       5:30pm - 7:00pm

Where:    AmericInn Lodge & Suites Monmouth

Cost:        $20 includes refreshments and make-n-take project

For more information or questions, please  contact Jolene Willis at 

309-734-4253 or  jwillis@illinois.edu



Branch Meeting:  Jan. 16, 7 p.m., Warren County Public Library
AAUW Film Group: Jan. 25, 7 p.m., 207 S. 8th
¡Adelante! Book Group: Jan 21, 7 p.m., 332 South 8th St., Monmouth
Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, richardgilbert1484@comcast.net
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Warren County Health Department

will sponsor a

Free H1N1 Flu Vaccination Clinic

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
5:00pm-7:00pm
at
First Street Armory

215 South 1st Street

Monmouth, IL 61462

(No appointment necessary)

The clinic is open to anyone who would like to receive the vaccine.  

This is will be the last community-based clinic for the H1N1 vaccine.

We ask that in exchange for the vaccine you bring a non-perishable food item or common household item that will be donated to the First Street Armory Food Pantry.

Please contact Warren County Health Department with any questions 734-1314

***Children age 9 and under who received their first dose of H1N1 prior to 
December 15, 2009 will be eligible for the second dose.***
[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
4

