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Monmouth, Illinois

January 2009
Celebrating 84 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“Keep on beginning and failing.  Each time you fail, start all over again, and you will grow stronger until you have accomplished a purpose – not the one you began with perhaps, but one you’ll be glad to remember.”  ~ Anne Sullivan

Do you know it’s a new year? Those new years can be sneaky. Before we were so rudely surprised, I hope your home glowed with holiday warmth.  Home is a focal point of the holiday season. We’re home for the holidays. It’s where the heart is.  Books, TV shows and magazines tell us how to make it a better place. But there are many people struggling for this basic need. This month’s program focuses on this timely issue. Danielle Hart of Habitat for Humanity will discuss the organization and how it works on Monday, January 19, at 7 p.m. at Faith Church.

Home may be where we hang our hat but it is not that simple. It is whether the hanger is in the proper Feng Shui position. It is whether the wall on which the hanger is hung is painted Golden Treasure. It is the good thing upon which we’re hanging the hat.   There are many philosophies on making a home and the structure of private life. Bookstores are filled with tomes on organizing and cleaning, nutrition, personal health, child development, and personal finance. Combined, these topics resemble a home economics curriculum.

Initially, the female founders of Home Ec. wanted to give women a scientific education which could be applied in their communities and beyond.  For various reasons, Home Ec. transitioned from a municipal application to a private family focus.  Eventually, home making lost its value in society.  
More women were in the working force.  Men and women were working longer hours.  Even children’s schedules got busier.  Whether Martha Stewart or a natural resurgence in the value of home came first is debatable.  Either way, home making again became a valuable and serious activity.  Martha has even been referred to as our national Home Ec. instructor.

Today’s economy adds to the desire and necessity to dust off those Home Ec. lessons and focus on home and the joy that can be found within.  After all, there is no place like home.

“Nor need we power or splendor, wide hall or lordly dome; the good, the true, the tender, these form the wealth of home.”  ~ Sarah J. Hale
Convention Best Value Registration Available Until January 15


The 2009 AAUW National Convention: Breaking Through Barriers will be held June 26–28 at the Renaissance St. Louis Grand and Suites Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri. AAUW is offering its new Best Value registration rate until January 15, 2009! Register now to take advantage of this special value.
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Meet us in St. Louis and experience the excitement of the city — theater, museums, gardens, sports, and more!
http://www.aauw.org/convention
http://www.aauw.org/convention/conv2009/register.cfm
Branch Meeting

Please join us for our next meeting, January 19 at Faith United Social Hall at 7 p.m. Our speaker is Danielle Hart, manager of Warren County Habitat for Humanity. Danielle will give us the nuts and bolts of the organization, explaining what Habitat for Humanity is and how it works. Danielle is an AmeriCorps/Vista member, a Kiwanis Club member and proud mother of three.

Habitat for Humanity has built nearly 300,000 houses, “providing new homes and brighter futures for more than one million people around the world” (www.habitat.org).[image: image2.png]i Habitat for Humanity’




¡Adelante! Book Group

Amy Zesbaugh

Our January selection is People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. Please join us January 15 at 7 p.m. at my house (300 S. B St.) for a lively discussion. 
At the holiday brunch, we selected the following books for the upcoming months:
February: Road From Coorain by Jill Ker Conway
March: Beneath a Marble Sky by John Shors
In March, you may also want to read Tom Sawyer on your own. It is the "Big Read" book for our area, and there will be several talks about it. The Warren County Public Library has free discussion guides available at the front desk.
April: Little Heathens: Hard Times and High Spirits on an Iowa Farm During the Great Depression by Mildred Armstrong Kalish
May: Hot, Flat and Crowded by Thomas Friedman
AAUW Film Group

Nancy Buban

 

Film group will meet Monday, January 26, at 207 S. 8th at 7 p.m. to view the 2007 film, The Namesake.  Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Jhumpa Lahiri, the film covers three decades in the life of the Ganguli family. 
After an arranged marriage in Calcutta, Ashoke and Ashima relocate to New York City.  It shows the balance of a new life with Indian traditions. Their children being first-generation Americans have little interest in their ancestry.  One reviewer referred to the film as “the immigrant experience meets generation gap.”  The novel has been adapted for the screen by writer Sooni Taraporevala, and is directed by Mira Nair.
Blum Retrospective Exhibit at Monmouth College

Lila Blum
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A 50-year retrospective exhibit, “40 + 10,” by Harlow Blum, retired professor of art at Monmouth College, is currently on view in the Len G. Everett Gallery in Hewes Library until January 30.  On Friday, January 16, a reception will be held from 2 until 4 p.m., with a gallery talk at 2 p.m. by the artist.

The retrospective includes 112 selected works produced during the 40 years Blum taught at Monmouth College as well as work from his 10 years of retirement and provides an overview of the major periods and themes which have been the focus of his art work.  Included in the show is a new series of large works on global warming.

The gallery is open during the regular hours of the Hewes Library:  Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to midnight; Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to midnight.  The library will be closed on Saturday and Sunday, January 17 and 18, during the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend.  
Donations Needed
Kathy Lowe-Arthur

I’d like to let you know about two worthwhile causes:

Recycle for sight. The Monmouth Evening Lion's Club is collecting pop tabs. With the money they receive, they are able to serve the visually impaired. 
St. Jude's Ranch is accepting all types of greeting cards (fronts only). They are then trimmed and attached to new blank cards. All proceeds from the recycled cards go to abused, abandoned and neglected children at three ranches.
I will have containers for your donations at the January 19th meeting.

Public Policy Update
Jan DeYoung

AAUW and the Obama Transition Team

AAUW has submitted recommendations to the Presidential Transition team, both by itself and in coalition with other women’s organizations.  For a full report, please go to aauw.org.  I’m going to provide an “executive summary,” but I hope your interest will be piqued and you will want to read more.  (You can also access the documents through a link in the December 29 “Washington Update,” which Ronda has forwarded to you.)

These are the five topics on which AAUW has submitted documents:

Pay equity and workplace opportunity:
· Pass the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and Paycheck Fairness Act (the House passed both Acts recently, and the Senate is expected to take up these bills soon).
· Advance pay equity within the federal government.

· Improve and advance equal opportunity.
Balancing work and life, with family friendly policies:
· Expand family and medical leave.

· Paid sick days for all.
· Paid parental leave for federal employees.

· Workplace flexibility.
No Child Left Behind Act reauthorization:
· Strengthen STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) education.
· Require sports data collection from high schools.

· Support reauthorization and implementation of the women’s educational equity act.

· Create environments free of bullying and harassment.

· Decrease the use of high-stakes testing and using multiple measures.

· Expand after-school programs through 21st century learning centers.

Improve girls’ and women’s opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and math:
· Enact recommendations from “beyond bias and barriers.”

· Ask for a report responding to “rising above the gathering storm.”

· Use Title IX to improve the climate for women in STEM fields.

· Measure student achievement in science.

· Improve teacher training.
· Encourage the inclusion of STEM subject and activities in co-curricular programs.
Improve access to higher education:
· Improve and expand the Pell grant award program.

· Make college more affordable and manage debt.

· Create economic stimulus for students.

· Raise the income protection allowance.

· Implement programs to help nontraditional college students.

· Increase funding for campus child care programs.

· Improve Title IX enforcement.

· Diversify the professoriate.

· Increase awareness of hate crimes on campus.
The National Council of Women’s Organizations (NCWO), of which AAUW is a member, has presented facts and goals in four areas: Economic Security (9 goals); Health (4 goals); Education and Training (5 goals) and Civil/Human Rights (6 goals).  Most of these goals overlap with the AAUW proposals.  The facts and rationales are concisely and well stated.  I urge you to read them.  These are also accessible through the AAUW Web site.

Finally, the National Coalition for Women and Girls in Education,  of which AAUW is a member, has four goals focusing more on schools:  Improve Equity in Athletics, Restore Safeguards in Single-Sex Education, Enhance Enforcement of Title IX, and Support Equity in Education for Women and Girls.[image: image3.jpg]2
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If you’d like to send your own recommendations to the Obama Transition Team, go to http://change.gov/openforquestions. 

Also, we’ve had a call from our AAUW-Illinois Lobby Corps and Public Policy chairs.  We need more members to become lobbyists in Springfield.  If you are willing to make the trip to Springfield occasionally to lobby on behalf of women and girls, please let me know, and I will forward your name to the appropriate people. Goodness knows, the General Assembly needs our help!

Let’s hope that the Congressional year, and the General Assembly year in Illinois, will be more productive, especially on legislation that affects women and girls and families!  Happy New Year!


¡Adelante! Book Group: January 15, 7 p.m., 300 S. B St., Monmouth

Branch Meeting:  January 19, 7 p.m., Faith Social Hall
AAUW Film Group: January 26, 7 p.m., 207 S. 8th 
Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Amy Zesbaugh, zestib@hotmail.com
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