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Monmouth, Illinois

February 2011
Celebrating 87 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt

“I think people want very much to simplify their lives enough so they can control the things that make it possible to sleep at night.”  ~ Twyla Tharp

Though being able to control the amount of snow we get could simplify our lives, and for many add to their hours of sleep, this is not something we can direct.  While we wait for the snow to melt, let’s get together on Monday, February 21 at 7pm in the Social Hall of Faith Church.  Janeve West will discuss “Gender and the Role of the Director.”

Thinking about our February program, I remembered that in 2010 Kathryn Bigelow became the first woman to win an Academy Award for Best Director.   What other firsts were there for women in the last year?  Turns out, we had a pretty good year.  There was other directing buzz when Brenda Chapman was chosen by Pixar to direct their upcoming film, “Brave,” the first female director for the company.  However, later in the year she was replaced with a male director.  At least replacing directors mid-project is commonplace for the company.

In an industry known for its high percentage of male executives, General Motors named Mary Barra as its head of product development.  Barra is the first woman to hold this crucial position in a major auto company.  She will oversee 36,000 staff around the globe.

Nancy Lieberman will have the chance to prove that a woman can coach men as the first female head coach of a professional men’s team this season for the Texas Legends in the NBA’s Development league.  Lieberman 
said she’s been accepted by her players because she “comes with the goods.”  However, they admit they’ve never had hugs from their coaches before her.

Our Armed Forces even had some firsts.  A female soldier, Sgt. Sherri Gallagher, was named Soldier of the Year for 2010’s Best Warrior Competition, the Army’s multi-faceted test of soldiery.  Not to be outdone, the Navy now has their first women to wear a Blue Angel’s number.  Lt. Cmdr. Amy Redditt Thomlinson is Blue Angels No. 8, one of eight on the Navy’s elite flying squad.  Another high flyer this year was Captain Amsale Gualu Endegnane who became the first female captain at Ethopian Airlines.

Other firsts around the globe included Julia Gillard becoming Australia’s first female Prime Minister and Dilma Rousseff being elected Brazil’s first female president.  Though Alina Treiger is actually the second female rabbi to be ordained in Germany, she is the first since before the Second World War.  Germany’s first female rabbi, Regina Jonas, was killed in Auschwitz.  Unlike Jonas, Treiger will assume the same rights and responsibilities as male rabbis.
(President’s letter continued on page 2)
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Edurne Pasaban Lizarribar made her own first title by becoming the 21st person but first woman to climb all 14 eight-thousand peaks in the world.  We’ve seen many women climb to top positions this past year to take charge in their fields and for this I am thankful.  Yet, as wonderful as these firsts are, why are they just now happening?  Why haven’t there already been women coaching men’s teams?  Having a man coach a women’s team is nothing new.  Seeing the main page of the “Women-n-Charge” website feature their Tea & Fashion Show could be a clue.  Yes, women often think, react and strategize differently than men.  Looking around, I’d say it is time for a different approach.

“In these troubled, uncertain times, we don’t need more command and control; we need better means to engage everyone’s intelligence in solving challenges and crises as they arise.”   ~ Margaret J. Wheatley
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FEBRUARY 21 PROGRAM
Nancy Buban
“GENDER AND THE ROLE OF THE DIRECTOR”

Janeve West, Assistant Professor of Theater at Monmouth College, will present the program, “Gender and the Role of the Director” on Monday, February 21.  Finishing her fifth year at Monmouth College, Janeve serves on the board of the Buchanan Center for the Arts and the Illinois Theatre Association.  She is also a faculty representative for the Illinois State Board of Education.  Prior to taking the position at Monmouth College, Janeve served as a professional actor/director for the Omaha Theatre Company.  Her interests include Womyn’s Issues in Theatre, the teaching of directing, movement training for the actor, and Theatre for Young Audiences.  Please join us at 7:00 p.m. at Faith United Presbyterian Church.
Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
Monmouth-Roseville School Board Candidates’ Forums, March 2011

We are partnering with Monmouth-Roseville Education Association (MREA) this year to sponsor two candidates’ forums prior to the April 5th election.  The first will be held at Monmouth-Roseville Junior High School in Roseville on Tuesday, March 22, at 7:00 p.m.  The second will be on Thursday, March 31, at Monmouth-Roseville High School at 7:00 p.m.  Prior to that time, the five candidates will be asked to complete questionnaires.  Information from the questionnaires will be shared with the public both at the forums and, we hope, in the Monmouth Review-Atlas.  As usual, written questions will be collected from members of the audience at the two forums, and the moderator at each meeting will read the questions to the candidates.  We will need AAUW members both nights to hand out paper and pencils and questionnaires, and to collect questions from audience members.

Candidates this year are Kevin Killey of Berwick; Anita Sells, Tim Tibbetts, and Bobbi Uddin, all of Monmouth; and Robert Weyant of Roseville.  There are three vacancies to be filled at this election.

Please let Jan or Ronda know if you are able to help at one—or both—of these important meetings.  We expect a good turnout, so we will need a good group of volunteers both nights. 
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Make a difference…Be informed!

LAF Support

Donna Sproston
The Legal Advocacy Fund of AAUW is providing monetary support in the landmark class action suit involving 1.6 million women working at Wal-Mart and Sam’s Clubs.  The suit Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. charges gender discrimination in pay and promotion.  The suit was originally filed in 2001, and final arguments are expected in the next few months.

Monetary support is also being provided for Sun v. University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth.  This case involves promotion and charges that the university has established a pattern of discrimination against women, particularly women of color.
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

The January film group was cancelled because of the inability for some of the group to attend because of weather or other commitments.  We will hope for balmy weather to view Volver at 7:00 p.m. on February 28, at 207 S. 8th Street.  A reminder: this film is in Spanish with English subtitles.   
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¡Adelante! Book Group
Jan DeYoung

February Book Group Meeting


Book group will meet at 7:00 on February 31st (that’s March 3rd!) at Ruth Wright’s to discuss Muriel Barbery’s “The Elegance of the Hedgehog.”  In alternating chapters, Paloma, age 12, and Renee’, the middle-aged concierge of the apartment building in which they both live, reflect on their lives and the lives of others.  Paloma plans to burn down the apartment house on her 13th birthday and commit suicide.  A Japanese gentleman moves into the building, befriends both women, and changes the directions of both their lives.  As you might expect, the book has had mixed reviews!  Come join us!

In March we will meet at Warren County Library to discuss selections from “The Stories and Poetry of Edgar Allen Poe” as part of the Western Illinois Big Read program.  This meeting will be on March 29th at 7:00 in the Board Room.  Amy hopes to have books for us by our March 3rd meeting.  There should also be copies available at the library.

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net[image: image6.png]



Women—Coming in First!
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