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Monmouth, Illinois

August 2010
Celebrating 86 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt

“Oh, hi, Trolley.  Is it time to go back to reality now?” ~ Lady Aberlin

This year I have a new answer when asked what I did on my summer vacation.  Emma, family members and I rented a beach house on Fripp Island, South Carolina, one of the barrier islands.  There was one road connecting it to the mainland and a guard station at the entrance to the island.  We spend one luxurious, unforgettable week watching dolphins from our deck, spending time on the beach, participating in a relaxed community of people with common interests, and sharing a house with dear family.  Returning to Monmouth was certainly an immediate return to reality:  communicating via various technologies, busy schedules, only furry housemates, and a variety of stress sources.  These do not a sense of community make.

Any health research will confirm that people who feel like they belong and have a sense of community in their life tend to be happier and healthier.  Whether our community is made up of others in a shared location or others with common values and interests, a strong community has a feeling of togetherness, a division of work, and shared social gatherings.  Being part of a community is a give and take.  As Jane Addams stated, “The good we secure for ourselves is precarious and uncertain until it is secured for all of us and incorporated into our common life.”

Luckily, we have a strong community in our AAUW branch within our community of Monmouth.  Even though I am still bemoaning my trolley ride back to reality, I look forward to rejoining its community.  
We’ve got a terrific year ahead which includes diverse programs, shared interests, and opportunities to give and receive.  But, the most important part of a community is its people.  We hope you’ll join us for the kick off dinner on Monday, August 16 at 6pm in the home of Alice Lawson.  I’m looking forward to hearing about your summer and commiserating on the return to reality.

“I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands.  You need to be able to throw something back.”  ~ Maya Angelou
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On June 1, 2010, ten members gathered at my house where we reviewed the program surveys that many of you submitted and started the planning process.  Since then we have been lining up an exciting new year of relevant and engaging programs.   We'll give an overview of what's in store and distribute our new 2010-2011 branch handbooks at the kickoff.  Please join us on Monday, August 16th at Alice's house.
AAUW Kickoff Meeting
Please join us on Monday, August 16th to kick off our branch’s 86th year!
We are gathering at the home of 

Alice Lawson, 811 North 3rd St. 

at 6 pm.  

Branch officers and volunteers are providing the food so you need do nothing but attend!

Membership News
Meet New Member Pat Andresen!

Marilyn Van Ausdall

                Please welcome our newest member, Pat Andresen.  Pat joined our branch at the May luncheon that many of you attended at my home.  Pat was first introduced to our group when she attended the wonderful program that Sharon Gilbert presented for us at the Warren County Library about her hat collection.  

                Pat moved to Monmouth about five years ago, lives in a farm home just outside of town,  loves being surrounded by fields, and doesn’t miss the noise from traffic or neighbors.  She is currently the costume shop supervisor for the Monmouth College Theater Department, and has great fun sewing costumes for the many time periods.  She especially enjoys getting to use her imagination trying to find ways to satisfy the various demands of every production.  

                Originally from the Quad Cities, Pat graduated from Marycrest College and then spent 31 years working for AT&T, retiring in 2000.  Her hobby during her time in the QC was historical reenactment with the Society for Creative Anachronism, covering the Middle Ages and the Renaissance time period.  During her time with the SCA, Pat was a seamstress and a calligrapher.  Some of her custom sewing included alterations and dresses for Renaissance and modern weddings.  

                What an interesting new member we have!  If you have not already met Pat, please make sure to introduce yourself at one of our upcoming meetings.

Pay Equity

Jan DeYoung

Be ready for a big effort by AAUW and other women’s groups to push for Pay Equity in late August and early September.  We have a campaign organized and ready to go!  More later.

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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