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Monmouth, Illinois

April 2011
Celebrating 87 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt

“I worry that the person who thought up Muzak may be thinking up something else.”  ~Lily Tomlin

While Muzak may not be music to our ears, the forecasts of late certainly have been.  Get out in the spring weather and come to our last program of the school year on Monday, April 18 to hear Julia Andrews speak on Women in Jazz.  The program will begin at 7pm at Faith Church.

Music soothes the savage beast.  It’s something we have to face.  We make chin music when we’re with friends.  Music al also has healing powers.  Music therapy developed in the early 1900s.  Musicians performed for hospitalized soldiers and caretakers saw the positive changes that resulted.  Music therapy has evolved and is now applied to diverse patient issues.

Interestingly, music therapy is used predominately by female practitioners.  However, generally there is not a high level of technology involved, even with the widespread availability of music technology.  Part of the issue is the low number of women in audio engineering and related technology careers.  Women’s numbers are growing in the academic fields but the greatest strides are being made in the number of women who use technology on a daily basis.  As anthropologist Genevieve Bell noticed, these female tech users are finding ways to use it to help them manage their hectic lives.  Women use the Internet to engage with friends, build community and track their families.  Technology is used for religious purposes, dating and information distribution on health topics.

Women’s lives are complicated, a mix of several jobs and roles.  Technology companies have found that women understand technology but they don’t have the patience or time due to their schedules to do much with it to get it to work.  If it doesn’t work coming out of the box, women are less likely to use it.

In all this managing of families, communities and careers, women, more than ever, need soothing and uplifting.  They need something that will get them moving for their mental and physical well-being.  Music can be the answer.  Pick the technology of your choice – Ipod, CD player, radio or 8-track tape deck – or attend the next local concert and let it be music to your ears.

“Music was my refuge.  I could crawl into the space between the notes and curl my back to loneliness.”  ~Maya Angelou
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April 18, 2011 Program
Lila Blum
“The Hip Chicks: Stories of Women and Their Impact on Jazz”

Julia Andrews, Lecturer in Music at Monmouth College, will present our program on Monday, April 18th, at 7:00 p.m. at Faith Church.    An accomplished pianist of both jazz and classical music, Julia will take a look at pioneers like Mary Lou Williams, Ella Fitzgerald, and Billie Holliday, whose contributions to jazz contradict the assertion in Downbeat in 1938 that the “fairer sex” is simply incapable both physically and emotionally of performing jazz.  Does that sound like the assertion in the 19th Century that women were physically and emotionally capable of securing a higher education?  

Julia has a Master of Music degree from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and two Bachelors of Music, Summa cum Laude, in piano performance and music theory from Texas Tech.  She has won many awards in piano performance, and she made her international debut in November, 2008, at the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music International Contemporary Music Festival.  Closer to home, Julia also performs with “Surprisingly Hip,” a jazz duo/trio; teaches at Knox College, and is staff pianist at First Presbyterian Church in Galesburg.  Most recently Julia collaborated with Dirk Stromberg in creating and performing “Prospero’s Songs,” which had its world premiere at Monmouth College in conjunction with the college production of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.”

This would be an excellent program to which you might invite guests.  

(((((((
A message for our branch from a member:

Call Congressman Schilling at 202 225-5905 and urge him to rethink his position on Planned Parenthood.  Not funding contraception for poor women will ultimately lead to more unwanted children, more child abuse, AND more abortions.
Public Policy
Jan DeYoung
School Board Candidates’ Forums Successful

Approximately 125 people attended the two School Board Candidates’ Forums co-sponsored by AAUW and MREA.  The Review-Atlas gave us wonderful coverage, with announcements of both meetings as well as detailed articles following each presentation.  WRAM/WMOI also covered both forums.  All five candidates were articulate and indicated a real interest in serving on the district board.

AAUW members were very visible.  Ronda Willhardt did an excellent job as moderator at the Roseville session, and Marilyn Van Ausdall and Nancy Buban were expert timekeepers.  Others who helped were Lila Blum and Ruth Wright.  Cyndi Fisher was a “two-fer,” as she represented both AAUW MREA.  A big thank-you to all of these members!  Many of the candidates, as well as members of the public, expressed their appreciation that we provide this service.  It was a pleasure networking with Julie Williams and her MREA members to organize these two forums.
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Film Group

Nancy Buban

Film Group will meet Monday, April 25 at 7:00 to view the 2010 movie Winter’s Bone.  Set in the back country of the Ozarks, this film is directed by Debra Granik and stars Jennifer Lawrence as 17 year old Ree.  The film shows a grim picture of lives involved in the local Crystal Meth. Drug trade.  Ree, the primary caregiver for her mother and two siblings, searches for her father who put their house up as collateral for his bail and has disappeared.  The screenplay, based on the novel by Daniel Woodrell, was written by Granik and Anne Rosellini.  Jennifer Lawrence was nominated in the Best Actress category for an Academy Award. Hope to see you for the film at 207 S. 8th.
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¡Adelante! Book Group
Jan DeYoung
Book Group to Read “Man Down” for April

Our book for discussion on April 28th at Amy Zesbaugh’s home will be “Man Down” by Dan Abrams.  The complete title for this very brief and amusing book is Man Down: Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt That Women Are Better Cops, Drivers, Gamblers, Spies, World Leaders, Beer Tasters, Hedge Fund Managers, and Just About EVERYTHING ELSE.”  The author, an attorney, uses “real facts and recent figures (plus a lot of humor)” to support his case.  And no, it’s not a man-bashing book!  It’s a gentle discussion of some of the ways that clichés about “women drivers,” women not being good with money, and having less skill with technology are not supported by the evidence.  A copy of this quick read is circulating among members of book group.  If you want to get on the list, call Jan.

Program Planning for ’11-‘12
Lila Blum
At the April 18th meeting we'll ask you to fill out the following survey for next year's program planning.  Please give this some thought and help us generate another year of successful programs that highlight women's issues and accomplishments.

(Editor-I was unable to open the file.  As soon as I can get it in a format I can open, I will send it out as a separate form.  My apologies to Lila and all.)
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Membership
Marilyn Van Ausdall
I just returned from Peoria, my 3rd branch visit as District 3 Director.  Pekin and Rock Island/Moline were my other visits.  Though I originally said no to being on the state board, I’m glad that our state president, Lois Strom, continued to talk to me about it after my initial response.  I would definitely recommend saying yes to this position if you are ever asked (or even volunteering for it?).  Visiting branches is not required.  I don’t know exactly why I got the wild hair to do it, but I’m very glad that I did.  It’s SO interesting to get out of my comfort zone, meet new people, and see what other branches are doing.  Now when I attend state convention, there will be more friendly faces that I will be happy to see.  

Lois was persistent.  That’s something I haven’t been.  When someone tells me no, I let it go.  When I become co-membership vp on the state board this summer, I will definitely need to work on this.  Visiting branches has really brought home to me the fact that AAUW needs YOUNG members!!!  Young women today often take for granted the hard-won rights that they enjoy.  I’m not sure they see how important it is for women to join forces in working for common goals.  Some of you have already done this for a long time, but I’ve started always having membership brochures with me.  I’m also going to order some business cards at the AAUW website (100 for $10) that can be personalized on my home computer with my contact information.  And when I see YOUNG potential members, they will definitely be receiving something by which to remember me and this organization.  Who will work for women if not women?

 It’s very difficult to fill leadership positions because many of us feel like we’ve already done our part, and now it’s someone else’s turn.  Unfortunately, we don’t have the new fresh faces to take over.  And in the meantime, I know we need at least a branch secretary position to fill for next year.  One great idea I learned in my branch visits might help with this.  Rock Island/Moline has a secretary pool of 4 women who take turns recording the minutes at meetings.  Would some of you be interested in helping out with this?  Our members who travel a distance to be with us, or seek warmer climates for a few months of the year and therefore can’t make all of our meetings, could still volunteer for a couple of meetings as part of a pool?  

PLEASE help keep AAUW alive and vital for generations of women to come.

                                                                                                    Marilyn Van Ausdall

Branch membership vp

May end-of-the-year Meeting
Marilyn Van Ausdall

 I hope you can all come to Jackie Urban’s home (1062 E. 2nd Ave. in Monmouth) for our final meeting of the program year on Saturday, May 7, at 11:30.  Box lunches from Olivia’s will be provided.  Those of you who came to my home last year know what a great job Rae does with her box lunches!  The cost is $10.  If you’re able to pay your dues for next year at that time, I’m sure your check to AAUW Monmouth Branch would be gladly accepted.  It’s also a great time to let the program planners know of any ideas you have for next year’s meetings.  If you could let me know by April 25 if you’re able to attend, that would be helpful for Rae.  Hope to see you (and YOUNG guests) there!

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.

Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, sharongilbert1484@comcast.net
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