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February 2014 

Celebrating 90 Years of AAUW in Monmouth! 

 
 

President’s Report 
Marilyn Van Ausdall 

 

Update on the Equal Rights Amendment 
 
 

The ERA passed Congress in 1972, after being 
reintroduced every year since its first try in 1923.  State 
legislatures were initially given until 1979 to ratify the 
amendment, with Congress later extending the deadline 
to 1982.  By the final deadline, only 35 of the necessary 
38 states had ratified.  Embarrassingly, Illinois was not 
one of the states that voted for ratification. 
 
Last year, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney of New 
York reintroduced the ERA in the House, and Senator 
Robert Mendez of New Jersey reintroduced it in the 
Senate.  During the current Congressional session, 
Senators Ben Cardin of Maryland and Mark Kirk of 
Illinois introduced a bipartisan resolution in the Senate 
to eliminate the ratification deadline for the ERA, and 
Congressman Rob Andrews of New Jersey introduced 
an identical version in the House.  Should these 
resolutions pass, the existing 35 ratifications would still 
hold, and only three additional states would be needed 
for successful ratification. 
 
“The American Association of University Women is 
committed to passage and ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment.”  Why do we need it?  “The lack of 
constitutional equality reaches every aspect of women’s 
lives.  The ERA would clarify, once and for all, that sex 
discrimination in employment, reproductive rights, 
insurance, Social Security, education, and more is a 
violation of our constitutional rights as Americans.”  
(AAUW Quick Facts, January 2014) 
 
Gender equality does not have the same legal 
protection as do race, religion, or nationality.  Because 
of this, the court victories that have happened for 
women can be rolled back or be difficult to enforce.  

“The ERA would place the burden of proof on those 
who discriminate instead of those fighting for equality.” 
 
The following links offer some great information for you 
about the ERA: 
http://now.org/issues/economic/cea/who.html from 
the National Organization for Women, and 
http://equalrightsamendment.org/faq.htm - q11 from 
the National Council of Women’s Organizations.  The 
struggle continues.  Let us all continue to do what we 
can to ensure that soon the ERA will become an 
important and necessary part of the law of the land. 
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AAUW February 19, 2014 
Program 
5:00 p.m. 

Market Alley Wines 
Nancy Buban 

Global Issues for Women in Brazil 

Speaker: Dr. Amy De Farias 

Our speaker, Dr. Amy De Farias, has been a professor in 
the History Department at Monmouth College since the 
fall of 2005.  Dr. De Farias received her Master’s Degree 
in Latin American History from Indiana University and 
her PHD from the Catholic University in Brazil.  She 
taught in Mozambique from January 2011 to December 
2011 and recently spent her sabbatical in the spring of 
2013 in Brazil. 

Dr. De Farias lived in Brazil from 1992-2002 and 
frequently returns to do research. The culture of Brazil 
is quite well-known to her.  Her main focus of study is 
on the revolts of the 19th Century but she is very 
knowledgeable about present-day social and political 
issues. 

Of special note is that Dilma Rousseff was elected 
Brazil’s first woman President and has held office since 
January 2011. Also, for the first time in Brazil’s history, 
nine of the thirty-seven cabinet ministers are women.  A 
vast country with cultural and economic diversity, there 
is much to learn and discuss about Brazil. 

Please join us on Wednesday the 19th at Market Alley 
Wines at 5:00.  Also, note that the date and location 
have been changed so please adjust your calendars.   

 

 

 

Public Policy 
Jan DeYoung 

Do you know these women? 
 Grace Murray Hopper 
 Sarah Tightman Hughes 
Okay, maybe you recognize these names.  Good for 
you!  Now, how about these? 
 Pam Melroy 
 Helen Taussig 
 Dora Dougherty 
 Hilde Levi  
 Mrs. Richard J. Walsh 
 

If you are receiving the AAUW emails, Empowering 
Women, you have learned about these women and 
many others who have made a difference in our world. 
If you have any influence on a sixth grader who might 
be writing an essay for our Women’s History Month 
essay contest, you might suggest that she or he look up 
and write about one of these women , each of whom 
made a contribution but is not as well-known as she 
ought to be!  And if you’re not signed up for these 
inspiring emails, sign up on aauw.org today! They will 
certainly make you proud of the important work of 
AAUW and raise your awareness of the many unsung 
contributions of women like the ones listed above.   

 

Each of us needs to contact Congresswoman Cheri 
Bustos to ask her to support the Voting Rights 
Amendment of 2014, S 1945.  This proposed legislation 
would restore the protections provided by the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 against voter discrimination which 
were removed by the Supreme Court decision Shelby 
County vs. Holder in June of 2013.  Almost 50 years 
after the enactment of the Voting Rights Act, the 
Supreme Court decision has led to new laws restricting 
voting in eight states and repealing many of the 
protections provided in the VRA. 

The new bipartisan, bicameral bill, proposed by 
Congressmen Sensenbrenner and Conyers and Senator 
Leahy, requires states and election authorities which 
have proven violations of federal voting laws in the past 
15 years to submit any proposed changes for federal 
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approval by the Justice Department.  The law, if 
enacted, would have an effect on Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas, which have enacted laws which 
discriminate against minorities and older voters. 
Unfortunately, it would not have an impact in Alabama, 
Alaska, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, or 
Virginia.  Further, it would not impact Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, all of which have added 
discriminatory legislation to their voting laws. 

Examples of discriminatory requirements are literacy 
tests and poll taxes. In North Carolina during the last 
presidential election, 64% of the women registered to 
vote lacked the required identification. This could 
present serious problems in 2016.  Another 
requirement, the ability to produce a government-
issued photo ID, discriminates against older people and 
city dwellers without drivers’ licenses. 

The bill is currently in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
According to govtrack.us, the bill has a 78% chance of 
coming out of committee and a 47% chance of being 
enactment!  We have our work cut out for us!  
Fortunately, Senator Durbin is a co-sponsor. 

Something else to think about: during the 2011-2013 
time period, only 11 % of proposed bills ever came out 
of committee, and only 3% were enacted!   

  

 

Film Group 
Nancy Buban 

 
February 24, 2014 

Monmouth College’s International Club is hosting a film 
series throughout February on Monday and Thursday 
nights.  AAUW Film group will meet on Monday, 
February 24 at 7:00 in the Pattee Auditorium of the new 
Science and Business building to view the Russian film, 
Land of Oblivion.   

The film series is free and is open to everyone. 

Two of the films have already been shown but I’ve 
included the entire schedule. 

The movies that are going to be screened are as follows: 

Feb 3: Jules et Jim (1962) FRENCH - discussion by Prof. 
Anne Moore 

Feb 6: Taare Zameen Par (2007) HINDI - discussion by 
Prof. Emily Rollie 

Feb 10: Spirited Away (2001) JAPANESE - discussion by 
Prof. Chris Goble 

Feb 13: Amour (2012) FRENCH - discussion by Prof. 
Bridget Draxler 

Feb 17: Bicycle Thieves (1948) ITALIAN - awaiting 
confirmation 

Feb 20: Pan's Labyrinth (2006) SPANISH - discussion by 
Professors Brian and Stephanie Baugh 

Feb 24: Land of Oblivion (2011) RUSSIAN - discussion by 
Anton Benediktov  

Feb 27: The White Ribbon (2009) GERMAN - discussion 
by Prof. Lars Kristensen 

 

 
 
 
 

¡Adelante! Book Group 
Jan DeYoung 

 
To be announced. 
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Membership 
Marilyn Van Ausdall 

 

Please join me in welcoming our newest member, Emily 
Rolliie. Emily is a Minnesota native who received her 
PhD in theatre from the University of Missouri, her MA 
in theatre from Central Washington University, and her 
BA in English and secondary education from Saint Olaf 
College.  She is a professor in Monmouth College’s 
Theatre Department.  With a background as a freelance 
theatre director and children’s theatre instructor, Emily 
also serves as the artistic director for Independent 
Actors Theatre, a theatre company in Columbia, MO, 
that is best known for its annual short Women’s Play 
Festival (the plays are short – not the women!).  Emily is 
also a runner who particularly enjoys running half and 
full marathons.  We’re thrilled to have you, Emily!  [How 
times have changed.  The theater majors I hung around 
with in college only ran if they were being chased…] 

As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, students 
from Monmouth College, Knox, and WIU can all join 
AAUW free as e-student affiliates because all three 
institutions currently are college/university partners of 
AAUW. Once a student joins AAUW, she has free 
student membership until she graduates, as long as her 
school remains a college/university partner institution. 
Upon graduation she will receive a free year of full 
membership on behalf of her college/university through 
the Give a Grad a Gift program.  If you know of a way to 
pass the following link along to students, please feel 
free: 

Online Application to become an E-Student Affiliate of 
AAUW: 
https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/join_esaf_
member.asp 

 

 

 

Congratulations to branch 

member Christine Myers! 

The following article was posted on the Monmouth 

College website on 2/4/14: 

Book by MC's Myers draws favorable review 

from top journal 

A book by Christine Myers, visiting assistant professor 
of history at Monmouth College, has received a positive 
review in Victorian Studies, the journal of the North 
American Victorian Studies Association, which called 
her study of the rise of coeducation a “fascinating 
read.” 
  
Myers is the author of “University Coeducation in the 
Victoria Era: Inclusion in the United States and United 
Kingdom.” 
  
“Victorian Studies is the premier journal in her field,” 
explained Monmouth history department chair Stacy 
Cordery. “We are really proud of Christine for this 
extremely positive book review.” 
  
In the review, published in the Spring 2013 issue of 
Victorian Studies, the University of Birmingham’s Ruth 
Watts wrote, “Myers is to be congratulated on a rare 
comparative study on higher education in the United 
Kingdom and the United States. She has achieved what 
must have been a mammoth task by focusing strictly on 
one topic: the integration of women into male 
universities and the response of society to this 
integration.” 
  
Added Watts, “Myers refreshingly explores both the 
academic and the extracurricular lives of the students, 
realizing … that restrictions in the latter belied equality 
of provision or the free interaction of the sexes.” 
  
Myers, who was previously a visiting lecturer at 
Monmouth in 2001, returned to the faculty in 2012 and 
teaches a variety of courses, including “Pirates of the 

https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/join_esaf_member.asp
https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/join_esaf_member.asp
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Caribbean and the Barbary Coast” and “Global Cities,” 
which is part of the college’s Integrated Studies 
curriculum.  
  
After completing her undergraduate work at Cornell 
College, she studied at Central Michigan University and 
the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland, to 
receive her master’s degree. Myers earned her Ph.D. 
from Strathclyde in 2000. 

Way to Go, Christine! 

Barbara McClintock 

McClintock received the Nobel Prize in medicine in 1983 
for her groundbreaking work in genetics with the 
discovery of “jumping genes.” She was previously 
recognized by AAUW for those same discoveries not 
one or two years prior… but 36 years before, in 1947! 

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, education and research.   
Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate 
and visible leader in equity and education through 
research, philanthropy, and measurable change in 
critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls. 
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a  
community that breaks through educational and 
economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

 
 

Association Web site: www.aauw.org 
AAUW-Illinois Web site: 
http://aauw-il.aauw.net/  

Monmouth Branch Web site: 
 http://monmoutharea-il.aauw.net/ 

AAUW Initiative Editor: Sharon Gilbert, 
sharongilbert1484@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Putnam Museum STEM Learning Center 
Capital Campaign 

 
I wanted to pass along something that one of our 
branch members shared with me.  The Putnam Museum 
in Davenport (a jewel of the QC as far as I’m concerned) 
has a goal, one that I’m definitely interested in 
supporting and I thought you might be, too.  This link 
will provide you with more information about the 
Putnam’s desire to stimulate interest in the fields of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math with this 
new interactive learning center:  
http://putnam.org/What-s-Happening/STEM-Learning-
Center-Campaign.  Thanks!   

Marilyn Van Ausdall 
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