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Monmouth, Illinois

September 2009
Celebrating 85 Years of AAUW in Monmouth!

President’s Report

Ronda Willhardt
“From there to here, from here to there, funny things are everywhere!.”  

~ Dr. Suess
Its fall and we’re falling back into the AAUW branch routine - reading the newsletter, attending meetings and keeping up on and responding to those topics about which we are passionate as national and state AAUW communications come out.  We’re starting off the branch year with a gallery talk by Stacy Lotz at the Monmouth College art gallery on Monday, September 21 at 7pm.  Stacy’s exhibit is titled “From Here to There” and was inspired by her daily commute between Galesburg and Monmouth.

At first glance, commuting may not seem to present gender-based obstacles or inequities.  However, research continues to show that women face challenges men don’t during their commuting time.  When women commute, their home to work travel is often shorter in distance but longer in time.  Many women who work outside the home are often also the partner responsible for child transportation and domestic errands.  This tends to give them a commute that includes stops at a school, day care center, grocery store, and other locals.  Their various stops often prevent them from using public transportation which is primarily designed for straight travel to and from business districts.

For many women personal safety is what drives them to choose cars over mass transit.   The need for a sanctuary for female commuters was fulfilled by Tokyo’s major railway lines by the designation of “Women Only Cars”.  This need was highlighted by a survey of female passengers which found that 64% had been groped while on a train.

For all of this, women generally pay a higher percentage of their income for commuting expenses due to the wage gap and their concentration in the lowest paying jobs.   I think we are all due a quiet evening near home enjoying art and good company. 

“Better do a good deed near at home than go far away to burn incense.” ~ Amelia Earhart
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Branch Meeting: 
From Here to There
Lila Blum                                       

Our Program on September 21st will feature Stacy Lotz, chair of the Monmouth College Art Department, who will give a gallery talk about her installation, “From Here to There” which is presently on display at the Len Everett Gallery at Monmouth College.  The “here” and “there” in the title represent Monmouth and Galesburg and Stacy’s commute from Galesburg to Monmouth and back each day.  

Stacy explains. “Viewers will find themselves standing with two large round bales looking at a distant pasture with grazing cattle.  At its most basic level, the installation is a visual record of my commute from Galesburg to Monmouth and the trip back.  But, conceptually, there’s so much more to it.”  The artist will share with us her perceptions  of the shifting landscape and seasonal changes which are part of processes and cycles that impact her “comings and goings.”

Stacy received a bachelor’s degree in ceramics and art history in 1987 and a master’s degree in sculpture in 1988 from Eastern Illinois University.  In 1991 she completed a master in fine arts degree in sculpture at Washington University in St. Louis.  She joined the Monmouth College faculty in 1995 and has served as chair of the Art Department since 2004.  Her sculpture works, many of which are based on the theme of corn, have been displayed frequently in the Monmouth-Galesburg area.

Please join us on Monday, September 21st at 7 p.m. at the Len Everett Gallery on the second floor of the Hughes Library on the Monmouth College campus for Stacy’s presentation.  Following the program, we will hold a business meeting in room 124 on the first floor of the library.  In compliance with the restriction of off campus food, there will not be refreshments at this meeting.

A note about parking:  Parking is available along the street on East Detroit Avenue between North 9th Street and North 10th Street.  After parking and walking the short distance to 9th Street, walk south and enter the campus between Cleland and Winbigler Residence Halls.  The entrance to the east side of the library comes into view.

¡Adelante! Book Group

Erika Solberg
We would love to hear from some new voices at our meetings this year!
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 30 at the home of Jan DeYoung at 1101 E. Broadway in Monmouth.  We will discuss New Yorker writer Adam Gopnik’s Through the Children's Gate: A Home in New York.  In this 2006 collection of personal essays, Gopnik covers a range of topics about raising his two young children in the city, including 9/11, modern art, and dead goldfish.  Mark Doty of the Los Angeles Times says, “This book is that rarity, an intelligent meditation that is also a pleasurable time spent with a lively thinker.”  As an added bonus, Gopnik will be visiting the college on October 7 and 8 as part of Darwinpalooza to discuss his recent book Angels and Ages: A Short Book about Darwin, Lincoln, and Modern Life.
The public library has ordered two copies, the MC library owns a copy of and can inter-library loan additional ones, Erika Solberg has two copies to lend out, and new paperbacks or inexpensive used copies can be found at Amazon.com, Powells.com, and Abebooks.com.
The October book selection is Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder and the November selection is Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout.
AAUW Film Group

Nancy Buban

 
AAUW Film Group will meet September 28 at 7:00 at 207 S 8th in Monmouth.

Several films have been previewed but no decision on the film has been made. Information on the film will be announced at the September 21 meeting and emails will be sent to those members who have been regular attendees in the past.

Public Policy Update
Jan DeYoung

78 Cents Isn’t Good Enough!

Now that Congress is back in session it’s time for us to step up the pressure on our two Senators.  Although the House passed the Paycheck Fairness Act, the Senate has not yet done so.  The Paycheck Fairness Act, S. 182/H.R. 12, in conjunction with the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, the first bill President Obama signed, will ensure that employers pay women and men equally and close the wage gap.  Yes, we’ve made progress: we’re up to 78 cents to a dollar paid for a man performing equal or comparable work, but we cannot be satisfied at that level.  Please take a moment to contact both Senator Durbin (he supports the bill) and Senator Roland Burris (whose position is not clear) and urge them to support S. 182. 
64 Arts National Juried Exhibition at Buchanan Center
Lila Blum
This week, September 14-19, will be your last chance to see amazing art works by artists from across the country.  The Buchanan gallery is alive with color!  Fifty-four artists from twenty-two states are represented in this show.  
Upcoming Community Events

September 26        

Monmouth College Culture Festival: A celebration of the diversity of cultures on the Monmouth College campus.  Display booths, music, food sampling, 10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
 

October 8 – November 7, 2009    
Fred Wackerle & Gary Willhardt exhibition at Buchanan Center for the Arts, "Two Classmates 50 Years Later"


¡Adelante! Book Group: Sept. 30, 7 p.m., 1101 E. Broadway, Monmouth
Branch Meeting:  Sept. 21, 7 p.m., Monmouth College art gallery
AAUW Film Group: Sept. 28, 7 p.m., 207 S. 8th 

Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.  

Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

Association Web site: www.aauw.org
AAUW-Illinois Web site:
www.aauw-il.org
Monmouth Branch Web site: http://department.monm.edu/aauw/
AAUW Initiative Editor: Ronda Willhardt, rwilhardt@monm.edu
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